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Our School Aims        We believe that each of us can confidently:  
 Be ambitious, imaginative and creative 

 Make healthy choices to take care of ourselves, others, and our environment  

 Seek new challenges to learn together to achieve our goals 

 Explore, be involved in, and build up our community 
 
Modelling attitudes and behaviour; thinking before we do or say something: 
Is it true?   Is it helpful?   Is it inspiring? (build up?)   Is it needed?   Is it kind?”   t-h-i-n-k 
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Dear Parents / Carers,   
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
Midlothian Council looks forward to discussing further details and implications of the First 
Ministers announcements at the Head Teachers’ meeting on Wednesday 27 May. 
 
A key priority for us all will be to ensure the safety of our staff, children and young people.  
 
Please find below the media release from COSLA (Convention of Scottish Local Authorities) 
which summarizes the documents. 
 

Schools to re-open in August 

Safe return planned through mix of school and home learning 

Pupils will return to schools in August subject to scientific advice that it is safe to do so, 

Deputy First Minister John Swinney has confirmed. 

Schools will return on 11 August, one week earlier than planned for most pupils, while Early 

Learning and Childcare (ELC) settings will open over the summer. 

An agreement reached between councils, professional associations and parent 

representatives means: 

 Schools will implement physical distancing measures, such as providing seating that is 

two metres apart and staggering arrival, departure and break times. 

 Increased hand-washing or use of hand sanitisers, enhanced cleaning, robust 

protocols for suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases and ongoing risk assessments 

will be implemented. 
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 Class sizes will be significantly reduced as a result of the new way of working, with 

most pupils spending around half their time in class and half learning at home. Time in 

school will increase further as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 Teachers and other education staff will return in June - subject to appropriate safety 

assessments being completed - to prepare and plan for the new way of working and 

welcoming pupils back. 

 Existing ‘hubs’ will continue to run to provide vulnerable children and those of key 

workers with childcare over the summer. 

 The school estate will be expanded where necessary and possible by using libraries, 

community halls, leisure centres, conference venues or taking short-term leases of 

vacant business accommodation to increase the time children can spend with their 

teachers. 

 Innovative use will be made of existing teachers and staff and, where necessary, 

consider the role former teachers can play either by returning to the classroom or 

teaching virtually to support in-home learning. 

To maximize the time pupils can have in the classroom and support children in the new 

model of schooling, including digital home learning, the Scottish Government is investing £9 

million for 25,000 laptops or tablets – with internet access provided – for disadvantaged 

children as part of the first phase of provision to support their learning outside school. 

Working with local authorities, a second phase of investment will see further funding to 

support digital inclusion. 

Education Scotland will also deliver new national digital learning resources to support 

schools’ own arrangements for children and young people. 

Mr Swinney said: 

“In reopening Scotland’s schools, our overriding priority is ensuring the health and wellbeing 

of our pupils and staff and giving parents the confidence schools are safe.” 

“Subject to public health guidance, teachers and other school staff will be able to return in 

June to prepare for a new model of learning from August. Comprehensive health and safety 

guidance will be in place prior to staff returning to school.” 

“This is not, however, a return to schooling as we knew it - schools are not returning to 

normal at this stage.” 

“To keep our pupils and staff safe we will implement physical distancing, staggered arrival 

and departure times, staggered break times, increased hand hygiene, enhanced cleaning 

regimes and a range of other measures.” 

“That means a new model of teaching, learning and support will have to be delivered. 

Precise details will vary from school to school but for the vast majority, classes are going to 

be much smaller to allow physical distancing and, as a result, children are likely to spend 

about half their time learning at home.” 
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“To maximise time in the classroom, we will work with local authorities to expand the size of 

their school estate where that is possible by using outside space, libraries, leisure centres, 

community halls and anywhere else that can safely be made to work.” 

“And, with classes being split in two or even in three, we will examine whether we can 

expand the number of teachers by asking those recently retired to return.” 

“In all of this, we recognize that some pupils will need extra help, particularly those who don’t 

have the technology at home to learn effectively.” 

“That’s why we will provide an initial tranche of 25,000 free laptops – bundled with a free 

internet connection - to pupils who need it. Education Scotland will support digital learning 

through new national digital learning resources that will bolster schools’ own arrangements 

for children and young people.” 

“We don’t know how long schools will have to work this way, just as we don’t know how long 

Coronavirus will be a threat. As long as that is the case, school life will feel quite different to 

before COVID-19.” 

“We have a mission to make this work, to educate Scotland’s pupils and, above all, to keep 

them safe. Working with our teachers, school staff, and councils this plan gives us a way to 

do that.” 

“We can safeguard our children’s future and get them learning alongside their classmates 

again. This plan will do that and get our young people safely back to school.” 

COSLA Children and Young People spokesperson Councillor Stephen McCabe said: 

“In planning for a return to face to face schooling the safety of our children, young people 

and staff is paramount. In preparing for this we have been acutely aware of the impact that 

not being in school has on our children and young people, particularly those who are most 

vulnerable. The wellbeing of all of our children and young people is at the heart of everything 

we do.” 

“A key part of this agreement is that local authorities will have the flexibility to plan and 

deliver a return to education which suits local circumstances and takes the needs of all of the 

children, young people and parents in their area into account. Where it safe to do so and the 

scientific advice allows, local authorities will also have the flexibility to bring some children 

back to school in June with a particular focus on those at the key transition points of P1 and 

S1.” 

“This has been developed with key partners in education. To make sure we get it right for all 

of our children at this challenging time we will continue to work closely together.” 

Background 

Education Recovery Group Strategic Framework 

The plans for schools and Early Learning Centres are explicitly contingent on scientific and 

medical advice that it is safe to proceed and that there is implementation of complementary 

http://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839607639
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public health measures such as Test Trace, Isolate and Support (TTIS) and enhanced 

hygiene measures including: 

The reopening of early learning and childcare services will be supported by further public 

health measures which reflect the needs of younger children, including caring for children in 

small groups and maximizing use of outdoor spaces. 

The Scottish Government will publish the underpinning scientific advice shortly. 

David J Kennedy 
Head of Media and Communication 
 
 
 
As soon as Tynewater Primary School has further information, we will let you know. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Douglas Lawson    
 
Head Teacher
 
tynewater_ps@midlothian.gov.uk 


