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Dear Parent/ Carer,

We would like to offer you a warm welcome to Strathesk.  We are really looking forward to meeting your child.  Your child is very special to you and very important to us.  This booklet has been written to offer you some suggestions as to how you can work in partnership with the school.
At Strathesk Primary School we are committed to providing the best possible school experience for the children and families in our community. We have a strong focus on Health and Wellbeing and have nurturing approaches firmly embedded in everyday school life and learning. We see each pupil as an individual and we embrace diversity and celebrate excellence and achievement. We value effort as well as success and aim to encourage all children to fulfil and exceed expectations. We have a supportive, happy staff team with a great sense of fun, which in turn makes learning enjoyable for our children.
Our team look forward to meeting you and your child personally. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Kind regards,

Mandy McConnachie
Contact Details:

STRATHESK  PRIMARY  SCHOOL

4 Eastfield Farm Road

Penicuik

EH26  8EZ

Telephone  0131 271 4705

strathesk_ps@midlothian.gov.uk
Twitter: StratheskPS

Strathesk Primary School opened in 2008 and saw the coming together of Ladywood and Eastfield Primary Schools and Strathesk Nursery School. Strathesk is a non-denominational primary school with thirteen classes and a nursery. We have an established Parent Partnership who support the life and work of the school and meet regularly with the Head Teacher to share ideas and help to drive school improvement. We are very lucky to have such a lovely school in the heart of the community with such beautiful views to the Pentland Hills.
Strathesk is one of four primary schools in the Penicuik Associated Schools Group, along with Penicuik High School. We have strong links with our neighbouring schools and regularly work together to develop our learning community.
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We have recently updated our school vision, values and aims in consultation with our fantastic learners, our parents and stakeholders within the school community.

Our School Vision
Learning together in harmony; opening hearts, minds and doors

Our School Values

[image: image3.jpg])
3ef

S.T.A.R.R.

Successful Tolerant Ambitious Responsible Respectful





S.T.A.R.R

Successful, tolerant, ambitious, responsible, respectful

Our Aims

· Strive to embrace our values in everything we do

· To provide a supportive, nurturing and safe environment for our whole school community

· To raise expectations of ourselves and others

Getting Ready
Before children come to school you can prepare them in many important ways to help them settle.

In school, children are expected to empty their own school bags and hang up their coats. They are expected to look after their lunch boxes and purses.

[image: image9.wmf]This is developing their independence.

Try Not to Worry!
Not all children learn at the same pace. Your child may be less able at one thing but much more able at another.

It is best not to make comparisons or demands but to encourage, praise and build confidence. 

[image: image10.wmf]Sometimes matters will crop up that you would like to discuss with the teacher. Parents are always welcome at Strathesk and staff are always pleased to discuss any problems or worries that may arise.

It is best if you contact the school in advance to make an appointment if you would like to do this. Sorting out a small worry may not be easy if a whole class is impatiently awaiting the teacher’s attention.

What to Wear
At Strathesk, we take pride in our vibrant and identifiable school uniform.  

Our learners are encouraged to wear:

White or purple polo shirt

Purple or black school jumper/cardigan

Black skirt/trousers

Purple gigham dress

[image: image4.png]



Examples of polo shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces and gym bags can be seen at the school office where they can be purchased. Purchases can also now be made online at strathesk.imagescotland.com/
We have a ‘nearly new’ box of clothing which can also be taken for a small donation towards school funds.  Please contact the school office if interested.
For PE children should have shorts, t shirt and indoor gym shoes which can be kept at school.  No football tops/shorts please.
It can be difficult to distinguish between school uniforms so it is very important to label all belongings with your child’s name.

The School Day
The school hours are as follows:

P1 and P2 classes

Monday to Thursday

8.50 am - 10.30 am

10.45 am - 12.05 pm 

12.50 pm – 3.10 pm

Friday

8.50 am-10.30am
10.45 am – 12.25 pm
P3 – P7 classes

Monday to Thursday

8.50 am -10.30 am

10.45 am - 12.20 pm

1.05 pm - 3.15 pm

Friday

8.50 am - 10.30 am

10.45 am - 12.25 pm

Absences and Illnesses
It is very important if your child is ill or absent for any other reason that you contact the school office immediately. 
If your child has had sickness and/or diarrhoea please ensure they remain at home for 48 hours. 
If your child requires medication, please complete the relevant forms at the school office and hand in the medication directly to the office staff. Please do not put any medication in your child’s bag.

School Lunches
[image: image11.wmf]
Pupils are issued with menus for lunches and may also bring packed lunches. Menus can also be found at:

http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/healthy-lunchbox-picnic.aspx

 As we are a Health Promoting School we discourage fizzy drinks, sweets and chocolate.  We do not want any learning inhibited by the influences of e- additives in unhealthy foods, so please can we have healthy lunch boxes! Ideas and suggestions can be found on the following web page:
http://www.nhs.uk/Change4Life/Pages/healthy-lunchbox-picnic.aspx

School dinners are free for all pupils from P1 to P3. 

Please contact the school office if your child is in P4-7 and you would like to apply for free school meals. 
[image: image12.wmf]Milk and Fruit
Children in Primary 1 and Primary 2 receive free fruit one day a week. This is an ideal opportunity to teach children about the benefits of healthy eating and to encourage pupils to eat fruit at breaks instead of sweets and crisps.
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Milk is available daily if you wish to purchase this for your child on a termly/ annual basis. There will be 4 termly payment requests throughout the year. If you think your child may be entitled to free milk please call at the school office to obtain the necessary forms.

Children are encouraged to drink water and drinking fountains are situated throughout the school and playground.
Parent Pay

Parent Pay is a secure, online payment system which allows you to pay for your child’s lunch, milk and educational trips in advance.  You will receive information about this with an activation code in your welcome pack.
We ask that any money coming into school is handed in a sealed envelope, with your child’s name and class clearly written on the front. 
Breakfast Club
Strathesk Primary School has a breakfast club that is available for all children to attend. It opens at 8.30am in the school dining hall and children can have toast and cereal plus a drink for 70p each. If you are in receipt of free milk then you will also receive free breakfasts. If interested, please just come to the main school entrance at 8.30am. Pupils must be supervised outside school by an adult until the doors open at 8.30am.
Buddies
For the first few weeks of school your child will have an individual ‘buddy’. The buddy will be a pupil in P7 who will look after your child during breaks and over lunch times. Often having an older child to assist allows for an easier settling in period and the children enjoy being taught games and how to use the playground equipment.

Teaching and Learning at Strathesk Primary

Strathesk promotes a friendly and happy atmosphere that helps children to settle when they begin school.

Classes are taught all together, individually or in groups. At times they work independently.

This means that all children are able to learn at a pace that suits them best. It also means that children in the same class sometimes work at different activities at the same time.

Active Learning

Play is a vital part of your child’s learning.

Through play children investigate, speculate, solve problems, act out fears and learn to share and co-operate. In other words your child develops socially and emotionally in many different ways.
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Problem solving with construction.

[image: image15.wmf]Sand and water play.

[image: image16.wmf]Painting and gluing.

Playing in the house.

All these activities are carefully planned, organised and supervised by the teacher.

Literacy
Language can be divided into four equally important aspects.

Listening and Talking
Listening is as important as talking. Listening is developed in school through stories, discussion, following instructions and in many other ways. 

The children are encouraged to listen to each other as well as to the teacher. You can help your child to improve this necessary skill by reading stories, learning nursery rhymes and simple songs but mostly by listening to your child and encouraging your child to listen to you.

Talking is a vital form of communication. Children in school are encouraged to express themselves through talk. You can help to develop this by asking your child about school and other important happenings. Let your child do the talking and try to make a special time for this.

Turn taking when listening and talking is an essential element in the rules of effective social interaction, and is reinforced throughout your child’s whole school career.
Reading

From their first days at school we want your child to enjoy reading.

At Strathesk we use the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme. You can help encourage reading skills by reading to, and reading with, your child at home. We also read poetry, non-fiction books and stories which interest your child.
From P1 .your child will regularly bring home a story sack to share with you. Choose a time that suits both of you and talk about the pictures, discuss the books, and enjoy the activities. Don’t worry if the same sack comes home several times. Young children often do this and never seem to tire of a particular book. 
Above all, make reading fun!
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Writing

Handwriting

There are many stages through which children pass before they are capable of correctly forming the letters of the alphabet. Children develop these skills at different times.  Drawing, painting and modelling can all help to develop handwriting skills.
As the children’s confidence and control improves, we introduce the pupils to cursive handwriting and encourage this use of script throughout their learning.
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Imaginative, Personal and Functional Writing 

It must be emphasised that it will take time before your child can write independently. As with handwriting, there are various stages of this development.

The emphasis will very much be on talking about stories. To be able to retell a story and perhaps adapt a part of the story is an important early writing skill.  Children will also be encouraged to tell stories through models, drawings and paintings.

When ready to do so, children are encouraged to draw very detailed pictures about something that will have been discussed, and possibly acted out in a group, with the teacher. The teacher will write out the story or report. This is called scribing. Later the children overwrite the story or report. Gradually they begin to write independently.
As your child’s confidence improves in this area they will develop use of descriptive phrases and sophisticated vocabulary.
At Strathesk we use a progressive spelling scheme to guide learning.  Spelling is taught in a multi sensory way and is supported by the use of technology.
Foreign Languages
French is introduced to our learners in an informal manner in P1.  It is then developed throughout the school.

Numeracy and Mathematics-
From an early age your child has been developing mathematical concepts at home and in nursery. In school this process continues.

Children understand mathematical concepts more easily if they are given lots of practical tasks to carry out.
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Using collections of objects they will learn to make sets with numbers, matching the sets with the right numbers. They will learn to write the numbers correctly too.

They will learn to do simple addition and subtraction using counters, cubes and other materials. They will also learn to record these sums on paper.

They will learn about money and will use coins in a practical way, such as in a ‘café’ or ‘shop’. Later they will learn to record prices and simple money sums.

Your child will learn about time, beginning with the hours on both a traditional and a digital clock.
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Your child will learn about the language of measurement.

Both 2D and 3D shapes will be explored and your child will learn about position and movement.

Your child will learn to handle information by collecting it, perhaps by carrying out a survey, organising it, maybe in a table, displaying it, perhaps in a graph, interpreting it by telling stories about it.

A good solid understanding of Maths comes from rich and varied practical experiences. 

Social Studies
In Social Studies your children will learn about the natural world, beginning with their own world.

[image: image21.wmf]They will be encouraged to observe, to follow their own interests, and make simple investigations and further develop their discursive and presentation skills. They will learn of people and places, past and present. Through stories and pictures they will gain knowledge of different lifestyles in different countries and learn to respect and accept other peoples’ ways. With guidance from their teacher, our learners will help to plan and develop topics based on their interests.
Sometimes class work will extend beyond the school in order to enrich the children’s learning through direct experience. Outings play a vital part in your child’s education even if it is only accessing school gardening opportunities or a walk in the local area.
Sciences
Through learning in the sciences children develop their interest in, and understanding of, the living, material and physical world.  Children will participate in various collaborative tasks which will encourage them to become creative, inventive and enterprising adults.

Technologies
Every class has use of computers and an interactive whiteboards. The children will build up their skills on the computer as part of everyday classroom life.  All classes have digital cameras and access to video cameras and I Pads.  Pupils make use of all forms of technology to enhance their learning and to communicate effectively.  
[image: image22.emf]In addition, our learners have the opportunity to learn about food technology and engineering.
Health and Wellbeing
We place a huge emphasis on developing our learner’s health and wellbeing at Strathesk.  Through the development of our values, we encourage our children to have self belief and confidence whilst also displaying resilience to challenges they may face now and in the future.   
We teach our learners the importance of personal safety within the home, community and online. 
In PE lessons your child will improve body skills, coordination, self-confidence and co-operation.  We also provide opportunities for our learners to participate in swimming and skiing sessions.
Religious and Moral Education
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Your child will learn about customs, celebrations and festivals that are part of Christianity and other world religions.

We also encourage all the children at Strathesk to care for themselves, each other, their school and their environment.

Expressive Arts
The Expressive Arts encompass: Art and Design, Drama, Music and Dance.  These play an important part in physical, emotional and intellectual development.
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Every week your child will have opportunities to paint, draw and model. These allow self-expression and give a great sense of achievement.

In drama and dance your child will further develop their body skills, coordination, self-confidence and co-operation.
Music provides atmosphere and rhythm. Singing and the use of instruments are both used in the classroom for creativity and enjoyment.

Wider Achievement
We recognise the importance and value of the children’s experiences and learning out with school.

We regularly celebrate this through weekly assemblies and posting leaves on our Achievement Tree!
Homework
Homework should be viewed as a time to share in your child’s learning and to support and build on the learning that has taken place in school. Home support is vital to ensuring that children see that families value their child’s learning and that good habits are built at an early age. P1 children will initially have phonics homework, which will reinforce the learning of sounds to help them begin to read and write. This will be followed with spelling and key word recognition, along with daily reading activities. Other learning across the curriculum will be approached using an activity grid, where children and their parents can choose the homework they would like to complete.

Please enjoy this time learning together!

Behaviour
At Strathesk we believe behaviour is a form of communication.  We follow the Ready to Learn framework which is a staged process, allowing for a warning and then time out if the behaviour does not change.

We have very high standards within the school setting.  However, where a child does display challenging behaviours we endeavour to discover the root of the problem. This will involve working together to ensure the best support for your child.  It may also lead to the involvement of our partner agencies.  Please see our Behaviour Policy on the school website for further information. 
School Improvement Plan
Our School Improvement Plan is an evaluative document which sets out targets for the year ahead.  These are displayed throughout the school and sent out to parents.  If you would like to access the full document please see the school website or ask for a copy at the school office.
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY

Home/School Partnership
Home and school working in partnership is the best way to ensure that living and learning are made easier and more enjoyable for your child.

All parents are members of the Parents Forum.  At Strathesk Primary there is a Parent Council known as Strathesk Parent Partnership (SPP). Details can be found at the school entrance or by contacting Mrs Hayley Birchmore via the school. 
Out Parent Partnership meet termly to discuss current school issues and plan for upcoming events.  We would love to see as many parents as possible.  Dates for future meetings are posted on Twitter and Facebook. 
Web Address: http://strathesk.mgfl.net 
 Facebook: Strathesk Primary Parent Partnership 
Twitter: @StratheskPS
Strathesk Support Hub
During session 2017-18 we created a brand new ‘Support Hub’ .  The Hub is designed to provide holistic support for the children    and families of Strathesk Primary School.  Support is responsive and wide ranging, from curriculum related areas, to support at home for eg school attendance and lateness, sleep and routines.  Every child and family have different areas of need and for this reason, the staff in the hub will forge close links with families to discern exactly which type of support will help children reach and exceed their full potential and have the best opportunities the school community can offer.  

The staff in the Support Hub are: 

Mrs Ali Turbitt and  Mrs Debi Black 

They can be contacted on the school telephone number - 0131 271 4705

             
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Child Protection
Strathesk Primary School follows the child protection procedures for Edinburgh & the Lothians.  Schools play an important role in child protection.  All schools have a Designated Member of staff for Child Protection who will co-ordinate the schools response to concerns for children and young people’s safety and wellbeing.

The Designated Member of Staff for Child Protection for Strathesk Primary School is: 
Mrs Mandy McConnachie Acting  Headteacher

The Deputy Designated Member of Staff for Child Protection is Miss Leigh Henderson Depute Headteacher
Miss Emily Reynolds   Depute Headteacher 

(Outwith school hours, weekends and public holidays – please contact Emergency Social Work service Freephone 0800 731 6969 or Police Scotland 101 or 999 in an emergency.)

Emergency Closure
In the event of an emergency closure of the school, Midlothian Council will notify the following radio stations and will also update Midlothian Councils website:

Forth One      Forth Two        Real Radio     Black Diamond FM
We will also update our school Twitter page.
Should we have to close the school during the day, staff will phone parents/carers to make arrangements for the collection of their child.  If we cannot make contact, a member of staff will stay in the school building with your child.

Complaints
At Strathesk Primary School we take any complaint seriously.  If you have a worry or concern, please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance.  If you require further assistance, please contact a member of the management team.  

If you are dissatisfied with the school’s response, please contact the Headteacher who will direct your compliant to the appropriate officer of the Education Division. You can also use the link below.

https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/forms/form/37/en/complaints_compliments_and_comments
Health and Safety
Car Parking
The safety of all is of utmost importance.  Therefore we ask you to park with due care around the school building.  Please adhere to the rules of the road. 

Fire Drills
We have several fire escapes within the building and staff are trained as fire wardens.  We hold termly fire drills with the children.

Nuts

We do have several children with allergies in the school so respectfully request that you do not bring any nut product into school (includes chocolate spread)

Dogs 
Please do not bring dogs into the school grounds. 
We do hope you have found this booklet helpful and look forward to welcoming you into Strathesk.
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