
27th August 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It has been another busy week at St Matthew’s and it has been great to see the positive relationships 
forming between classes and their new teachers. There have been lots of exciting and engaging lessons 
going on in classrooms and many of our learners have enjoyed learning through our mini topic ‘The 
Journey’. Learners have enjoyed drawing their ways out of different scenarios, their holidays and all 
over the playground. Don’t worry, we have discouraged the use of the magic red crayon on your walls 
at home! 
 
Our learners have also been very busy completing assessments this week to help teachers get to know 
their next steps to ensure that all children are given maximum opportunities to make progress this 
term. We will be finalising our support for learning timetable over the coming weeks; please bear with 
us as we identify learners and groups who may require additional support. Mrs Syme will be in touch 
with you if your child would benefit from this. 
 
School Updates 
 
Covid Updates 
Thank you for supporting our school to be a safe place by wearing face coverings at pick up and drop 
off and by distancing from other households. 
 
Pupils are now permitted to mix with each other in the classrooms and will have more opportunities 
to participate in group learning activities. 
 
Meet the Teacher 
Please note that a virtual meet the teacher event will take place on Tuesday 7th September from 3.30-
4.00. Links will be sent out before the event. 
 
Labelling Clothes/Personal Items 
Please ensure that your child’s uniform and personal items are clearly marked with their name. This 
avoids items getting lost and aids the quick return of items that have been left behind. 
 
PE 
At this time PE changing rooms remain closed and children will not be encouraged to change for PE. 
We advise that on the days children have PE, they come to school dressed in sportswear. All 
children will have P.E with Mrs Tait every Tuesday.  
 
Nut-Free Snacks 
Due to severe nut allergies at our school, please do not send your child to school with snacks or lunch 
items containing nuts. This includes, but is not limited to, Kinder Buenos, Nutella, Daim bars and 
peanut butter. Please note that any snacks with nuts in them will be sent home with the child.  
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NHS Anxiety Workshops 
NHS Lothian are running a number of workshops for parents and carers about anxiety in children and 
young people. There are number of possible dates and all workshops are virtual. 
Further information will be sent via email. 
 
Pantomime 
We are delighted and excited to share with you that we have secured tickets to see Sleeping Beauty at 
King’s Theatre on 30th November (oh yes we have!). Information has been sent home regarding this 
trip. 
 
Annual Data Returns/Medication 
Many thanks to those of you who have already returned your annual data form and any relevant 
medical information. If you have not yet returned this information, we encourage you to do so as a 
matter of urgency.  
 
Medication 
If your child requires any medication (including inhalers) while at school, please ensure that you have 
completed the relevant medication form. These are available from Mrs Howat at the school office.   
As per our administration of medication policy, we cannot administer this medication without 
parental consent. Please also ensure all medication sent to school is in date.  
 
Breakfast Club 
We are delighted to inform you that breakfast club will officially recommence on Monday 23rd August 
following an update from the local authority. 
Breakfast club is available to all learners from Primary 1 to Primary 7, the cost of breakfast club is 50p 
per child per morning. Breakfast club will open from 8.30am and children should enter via the top door 
in the playground. Toast and cereal will be available. Please note that in order to comply with current 
restrictions, pupils will be required to sit in their classes. 
 
Uniform 
It is so lovely to see our learners back in full school uniform. A big thank you to all the parents and carers 
for your support with this. We encourage all children to wear uniform each day except for Tuesdays 
(P.E) and our monthly dress down Friday.  
 
Please follow the link below to buy items from our school uniform supplier: 
 
https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/st-matthews-r-c-primary-school-edinburgh.html 
 
Please note that purchasing uniform with the St Matthew’s logo is completely optional, and you are 
welcome to purchase plain items without the school crest (at Tesco, Asda etc.) if you would prefer. 
 
Class Updates 
P1-3 

This week.. 

We’ve had a very busy week in P1-3 as we’re settling in to the new school year. The P2s and P3s have 
done a fantastic job of welcoming in and setting a good example for our new P1 classmates. We have 
also enjoyed the lovely weather in our garden this week, making bird feeders and giving it a good tidy 
up after the summer holidays. 

In literacy, we ‘read’ the book The Journey by Aaron Becker. Although the book has no words, we were 
excellent Page Detectives and were able to spot clues in the pictures to tell what the story might be. 

https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/st-matthews-r-c-primary-school-edinburgh.html


We really enjoyed predicting and inferring the story together as a class. We also made up our own 
magical lands and wrote about them using our senses to describe. 

In maths, we have learned how to play bingo and enjoyed other games like Round the World and Fruit 
Splat to practise mental maths skills. We have focussed on number formation and recognition too. 

Our role play corner was turned into an airport this week and we’ve had lots of fun booking trips, 
checking in, and going through security. When we realised our airport needed some luggage and a 
luggage belt, we decided to make our own out of recycled materials. We focussed on working co-
operatively as a team and communicating our ideas to each other during group work. 

Next week.. 

Next week we will be continuing to develop our knowledge of phonics and sounds to support our 
reading and writing skills. We will be developing the skill of re-telling stories and sequencing events 
within a book. In maths, we will continue to sharpen our mental maths skills. Hopefully we can enjoy 
some more time in the sunny garden! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P4-5 
We have had a super start back to school this term! P4/5 have enjoyed our mini Journey topic where a 
strange red door appeared in our classroom overnight. We then received a letter from a mysterious 
adventurer who wrote asking us to complete some challenges before sending the class her Journey 
book to ‘read’. However we soon discovered the book had no words in it! So we had to use our 
imaginations to tell the story ourselves. We have also been inspired by the artwork in the book to 
create some origami boats, 3D shaped lanterns and some colourful hot air balloons too! Mrs Syme and 
Mrs Hewitt have also been carrying out literacy and numeracy assessments this week so we can plan 
our goals and next steps for this term. This week we have also spent time discussing the UN rights of a 
child and have created our own P4/5 class charter to follow. We have also introduced extra 
independent reading time in class as we are focusing on building a passion for reading this session. We 
have a lovely new reading area in our classroom and are encouraging all pupils to choose books that 
are the right level for their reading skills through the ‘Rule of five’ poster (uploaded to seesaw last 
week). 



Next Week: 

Next week we begin our exciting new novel study which will help us to focus on and learn about 
different aspects of reading and writing skills. In Maths we will be looking at and revising some of our 
telling the time skills. We will also be starting our Health and wellbeing topic recapping our school 
values and discovering what they mean to us. Mrs Syme and Mrs Hewitt will be working together to 
deliver Literacy and Numeracy lessons this session. 

P6/7 
We are at the end of our first full week back and the class have settled in very well. I have been really 
impressed with the attitude and effort that everyone has put in so far, and I am very much looking 
forward to working with the class for the rest of the session. 

This week we have been worked hard during our start-of-year assessments. These assessments help 
me to identify any gaps in understanding that need to be addressed, and the class have approached 
them with a very sensible and mature attitude. 

We have been focussing on ‘Journey’, a wordless book by Aaron Becker. We discussed how you can tell 
a story without using words, focussing on picture detail, facial expression and body language. The 
class have used the pictures to write a detailed and descriptive story, designed a cross-section of a 
building, and created artwork putting themselves in the main character’s place. 

We have discussed school leadership roles – house captain, house vice captain and prefect. The 
children decided which of these roles they would like and wrote application letters for them. Decisions 
will be made regarding these roles once all application letters are finished and submitted. 



Next week we will be beginning a novel study. The novel will be revealed to the class on Monday and 
we will be using it as the context for our Literacy lessons, as well as some other curricular areas, over 
the next three weeks. 

In Numeracy we will be focussing on time next week. We will look at 12/24 hour clocks, as well as 
how to apply time skills in everyday life. This includes timetables, calendars and journeys. 

Kind regards,  

 
Anna Chidgey 
Headteacher 
 
 


