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Hello everyone, and welcome to our second newsletter. Autumn is here and we are enjoying 

spotting the seasonal changes. 

 

Staffing 

We welcome Miss Patricia Lake to St. Margaret’s this week as P3/4/5 teacher. She is originally 

from Chicago and has taught in Scotland for the past three years. 

Mr Roy is leaving St. Margaret’s on 11th October to take up a post in a secondary school. We 

wish him all the best, and thank him for his commitment to St. Margaret’s over the years. I will 

keep you informed about a replacement learning assistant in due course. 

Miss Boyle is currently off sick and we wish her a speedy recovery. 

 

Sports 

P6/7 pupils have been attending golf sessions at Swanston Golf Club with Mrs Duncan, PE 

teacher. They have received coaching from members of the club.  

They have also had rugby coaching from Bradley at Lasswade Rugby Club and will take part in 

a schools festival on Friday 4th October. 

 

Parent/teacher/pupil consultations 

We are updating the format of reporting to parents, following guidance from Education 

Scotland. Letters will be issued shortly to invite you and your child to attend a meeting at 

which your child’s learning progress will be shared, and targets for next steps will be agreed 

together.  

 

Parent Helpers 

We welcome parent/carer helpers to school, on an occasional or a regular basis. Please let the 

school office know if you have availability or are willing to be contacted to help with any class 

trips.  

 



The World of Work 

We also welcome you, or other family members, to talk to classes about your job. This is a 

valuable experience for pupils to hear about jobs and the route to studying or training for 

them. It gives them experience of the Health and Wellbeing outcome, planning for choices and 

change ‘I can describe some of the kinds of work that people do and I am finding out about the 

wider world of work’ and ‘I am investigating different careers/occupations, ways of working, 

and learning and training paths. I am gaining experience that helps me recognise the relevance 

of my learning, skills and interests to my future life’. Please contact your child’s teacher to 

arrange a visit. 

Maths Week Scotland 

30th September – 6th October https://www.mathsweek.scot/ The website has links to family 

activities that you can try at home https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/play-learn/counting-

maths?age=0 

We started this focus week with a whole school House Team maths challenge. Teams used a 

map of the school to find eight challenges and worked on different levels of questions. Older 

pupils supported younger ones to answer their questions.  

 

St. Margaret’s Sports Council 

Last May our Active Schools Coordinator launched our first Sports Council. This pupil group 

played an active role in planning, resourcing and running Sports Day. Ewan Aitken, our Active 

Sports Coordinator, came to assembly last week and issued application forms for anyone 

interested in joining the Council this session.  

 

Midlothian Science Festival 5th – 19th October 

https://midlothiansciencefestival.com/ 

Many exciting events are taking place all over Midlothian for families. I have invited some 

scientists from Edinburgh University to run workshops at St. Margaret’s. 

Mrs Hill, a Parish member and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

ambassador is a retired science teacher and is volunteering again this year to lead a ‘Lighting 

Up Curriculum for Excellence’ project with P3/4/5. 

Education City 

This website is being used in classes to practice numeracy skills. There is some access available 

after school if your child wants to log on at home. 

 

Loanhead Library Visits 

P3/4/5 and P6/7 are visiting Loanhead Library every fortnight and are beginning to talk about 

their favourite authors and genres. 
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Pupil Council 

Classes elected the House Captains and P1 – P6 class reps to form the Pupil Council 2019-

2020. They will meet regularly to collect and share pupils’ views and to have a voice in school 

improvement. 

 

World Food Day 16th October 2019  

Collections are being planned of non-perishable foods and toiletries as part of Poverty Week 

(7th -11th October) and World Food Day (16th October)  

Non-perishable items can include: 
·       Dried products – rice /couscous/pasta and sauces / breakfast cereals and biscuits 
·       Tinned products – meats /pasta / beans/ veg and fruit etc 
·       Personal Hygiene products - Toothpaste / Toilet Rolls / Soaps / Shower gels / sanitary 

products 
·       Cleaning products - polish/ sprays/ washing up liquid and washing powder etc. 

 
Drumming Workshops Rhythm Resource 
Danny from Infectious Grooves is back at St. Margaret’s for ‘Drumming for Excellence’ tuition. 
He presented a whole school show and we are now taking part in four workshops and a 
rehearsal before performing on the afternoon of Tuesday 17th December, time to be 
confirmed, to which you are all welcome.  

‘Release the Rhythm Show – UK’ is available to watch on YouTube. 
 

Dunedin Consort Music - https://www.dunedin-consort.org.uk/ 

Following last year’s successful project we are delighted to welcome professional musicians 

from Dunedin Consort back to deliver workshops for all classes. Pupils will take part in six 

workshops. The workshops are designed to give students a strong foundation in music skills 

such as rhythm and pulse, pitch, meaning, instrumentation, singing and composition. This year 

there will also be some historical references to life during Handel’s time. Pupils will then have 

the opportunity to attend a concert at The Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh, on 16th December, 

Handel’s Messiah for children. 

Parent Council 

Our Parent Council needs you! Please support our school community by getting involved in 

any way you can. Contact The Chair, Emily Easton on stmargaretspta@hotmail.com.  

AGM new date – 3.30 pm Tuesday 8th October at St. Margaret’s school. 

 

Denominational Review 

Please see Midlothian Council website  

 

https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory_record/36919555/informal_pre-

consultation_on_denominational_education/category/182/current_consultations 
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Information will follow from Bill Stephen on the next steps in the process. Bill Stephen  

William.Stephen@midlothian.gov.uk welcomes your views and questions as part of this 

denominational review. Please contact him. 

 

ParentPay 

ParentPay is an online system to pay for meals, milk and trips. If you haven’t signed up yet or 

need any assistance please contact the school office. 

 

Pantomime 

The whole school is going to ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ at the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 11th December at 2 pm. It finishes at 4 pm so please note that we will return 

later than the end of the school day. Initial payment of £10 is due by 20th September. The 

Parent Council is planning fundraising to help subsidise this event so please look out for flyers 

and support them. 

 

Reminders 

Please label your child’s clothing so that it can be promptly returned if left in school. Water 

bottles can be drunk in class. This enhances concentration and minimises time wasted on 

going to the dining hall for water during lessons. Please ensure that your child has a gym kit in 

school of a tee-shirt, shorts/leggings and indoor shoes. Thank you. 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on @StMargaretRCPS or see tweets on our website stmargarets.mgfl.net for latest 

posts on our learning. 

 

Dates 2019 

  

Tuesday 1st October  P3 Reconciliation parents meeting 7 pm St Margaret’s Church 
14th – 18th October  Holiday 
21st and 22nd October  Staff In Service days, school closed to pupils 
Sunday 27th October  P3 Rite 9.30 Mass at St. Margaret’s Church 
Friday 1st November  9.30 am All Saints Mass St. Margaret’s Church  
Monday 4th November  Flu vaccination 
Tuesday 12th November  P4 First Holy Communion parents meeting 7 pm St. Margaret’s 
Church 
Friday 15th November  Feast of St. Margaret 11 am Mass in school 
Friday 6th December  9.00 P3/4/5 swimming until 06/03/20 
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