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Spaces, Experiences and Quality Interactions – Recovery Planning

This document has been created to offer practical support for Early Years Practitioners within Midlothian Council, with the delivery of high quality learning experiences for children following the Covid-19 pandemic. Recommendations are based on the core principles of Realising the Ambition which keeps the needs of every child very much at the centre. Within the guidance we focus on how you can continue to deliver a play based pedagogy and nurturing supportive relationships. We have related this  to Realising the Ambition in terms of the spaces, experiences and interactions that you offer, whilst taking into account the recent requirements from Care Inspectorate and guidance from the Scottish Government strategic framework outlined below:
· enhanced hygiene and cleaning practices
· caring for children in small groups
· minimising contact between those groups
· maximising use of outdoor spaces
· physical distancing between adults in the setting, including parents at drop-off and pick-up times
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Every setting is different and any suggestions made will need to be adapted to suit your particular context. You can use the guidance as a tool to support staff team reflection and discussion.  It will hopefully help you to find a new approach that works for you and your children, in keeping with your own Vision Values and Aims at this challenging time. Looking at your previous good practice, knowledge of child development will be a good starting point.

In terms of planning for your “new” Spaces there are a number of things you will need to consider. By streamlining your resources, it will make cleaning and safety more manageable. Establishing routines, procedures and risk assessments that all staff are happy with, will allow everyone to feel comfortable and free to be with the children in a relaxed manner.[image: ]


Establishing a system that allows children to play happily in small groups or “Bubbles” is a model that has been tried out in other countries. We have outlined some possible ways to adapt this approach to suit your setting.
Make as much use of the outdoor space as possible as we know that this is a safer approach.  Although this guidance focuses on the indoor space, we cannot recommend highly enough that you use your outdoor areas as much as possible.  If you are unable to offer certain resources indoors, use resources outdoors to create a balance.
By being creative with certain materials, you will be able to make those cosy nurturing spaces and by carefully selecting key resources you will enable children to continue their learning. This will free you up to focus on those quality Interactions, just as you did previously.
Your interactions will be key. Allowing yourselves time and space to get to know the children, observing what they need, which children need more nurture and those who need more challenge.  This will allow you to observe what children are interested in and what they will need next, which has always been important, but now more than ever. Children will need space to play, talk, be listened to and time to interact with you and their friends, to help them to make sense of their current world. You are the main resource and your interactions will be key.
The Experiences you provide will come from both your resources and your interactions and these need to be planned for.
The following suggestions that we have made are in line with current guidance and recommendations, but given that things are changing very quickly at the moment, we would advise you to keep checking the Scottish Government and CI websites to ensure that you have the most up to date information.
This document will be live on the Midlothian App, where we will do our best to update as much as possible.

Care Inspectorate Website : https://www.careinspectorate.com/
Scottish Government Website: https://www.gov.scot/
Midlothian App- App Store – download Scot Ed
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