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We spent five minutes in each classroom looking and listening to what was happening around 
us. We wrote notes of what we saw and heard and used this to have a learning conversation. 
We sat in different positions in the classrooms and recorded our observations/ thoughts.  

We agreed to use the following questions to help us (Relationships CIRCLE Toolkit) focus 
our thoughts: 

 How would you describe the relationship of learners with staff/ between learners? 
 Are working relationships between learners considered? 
 Are peer supports used? 
 Do learners feel valued and secured? 

Overall we evaluated that: 

 All children were included in their class learning (many were doing different tasks at 
the same time).  

 Most children were having learning conversations whilst we visited – they were 
focused on the task they had been set. 

 Almost all children were actively engaged in their learning.  
 All staff were encouraging and supporting learning.  
 We saw a few staff supporting children to better understand what they were doing.  
 It felt like almost all staff were learning with the children.  

We would describe the relationship between learners and staff as very good because they were 
relaxed and calm. The pupils were settled and focused to allow the teacher to teach. The 
lessons we saw were slick as almost all the children knew what to do. The teacher was very 
clear about what to do e.g. put this away, get this out next. Almost all pupils were able to 
follow these instructions.  

In most classes we saw children learning in groups. We heard nice tone and language used. 
A few conversations included good manners e.g. please and thank you. If someone made a 
mistake, the partners around that child were really positive and helped them to fix it.  

Can you give some examples of how our school praises good effort 
and celebrates success?  

HGIOURS Part 2: Relationships 
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Question for next Learning Walk selected by Crichton: 
 
How easy is it for us to know the progress we are making in school and be able to share this 
with our parents/carers? HGIOURS Part 2: Learning and Teaching 


