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Class Masses 

All classes will be going to mass 

more regularly this session and 

leading readings and hymns at the 

church. 

Parents are invited to join us for any 

of these masses. If you can support 

classes walking to/from the church, 

please let the school office know as 

soon as possible. 

Mass will begin at 9.30am 

Dates are as follows: 

26/2—All classes (11am) 

6/3—Primary 3 

13/3—Primary 2 

19/3—All classes (11am) 

27/3—P6/7 

1/5—P5/6 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 It was lovely to see so many parents and carers 

attending last week’s parents evening. Lots of positive comments 

and clear next steps made.  

 It has been a very exciting few weeks in the new 

extension, it has not come without its teething problems, which 

we are working our way through and we thank you for your 

patience and support.  

 We are continually assessing access to the field on a 

daily basis. We are aware that some children are coming home 

with a significant amount of mud on their uniform, although we 

hope this has lessoned over the last week. Please ensure your 

child has appropriate outdoor shoes and waterproofs to protect 

their uniform and peak to your child regarding your expectations. 

There is a small amount of playground which is accessible from 

the field which is free flow to all children. We are going to have 

shoe cubbies put into the new corridor for the children to have 

storage for an outdoor and indoor pair of shoes. Please could 

indoor shoes by black plimsolls are something similar. Please do 

not send in slippers. If you require any financial support with 

wellies, indoor gym shoes or waterproofs then please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with myself or the school office.  

Kind regards,  

Anna Chidgey 
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Class News 

Nursery 
The children are now settled into our tem-
porary classroom as our ‘old classroom’ is 
in the process of getting renovated. Please 
do not hesitate to ask any staff for further information. We 
have been focusing on self regulation, counting and our 

new story of the moment this month which is Three Little Pigs. Children 
have completed a Wellbeing Web this month where we have discussed 
Wellbeing Indicators and SHANARRI in nursery. We are going on more 
outings to the woods, shops and play park to explore our local surround-
ings and provide rich first hand experiences for the children. We continue 
to go on our weekly visit to the library and have been celebrating nation-
al story telling week. Each child will be provided with a ‘Ziggy and the 
Lollipop’ book to take home and children have been discussing road safe-
ty in nursery and risk assessing while on outings. We would like to thank 

everyone for their ongoing participation taking part in 
our weekly book bags and would like to remind everyone 
to return these on each Friday. Pam 
has been visiting our nursery this 

week reading tooth brushing stories to the children. 
The children have been learning about the im-
portance of brushing your teeth and how to brush them correctly. 

 

 

The following letters have 
gone out over the last few 

weeks: 

 P2&P4 trip to Bonaly 

 P5/6 trip to Benmore 

 P3 trip to Innerwick 

 Extension Move 

 Nursery Drop off & Pick up 
points (Nursery Only) 

 Parent Consultations 
Amended School Closure 

Dates 

 Updated Playground  
Arrangements  

Please get in touch with the 
school office if you feel you 

haven’t received one or 

some of the above 

 

 

Primary 1 
Welcome back and happy new year! Sacred Heart and primary one have made me feel very welcome so far and I am 
looking forward to lots of learning and fun in the future. It has been a great start to the year and hope it continues for 
the rest of the term. 
Since we have returned we have been continuing to learn new sounds and are using 'Fred Talk' to sound these out and 
blend them. We are trying to use sounds to write down words and there are plenty of opportunities to do this in class. In 
writing lessons we draw pictures with as many careful details as possible and attempt to write about what is going on! 
In numeracy we have been doing lots of counting especially practicing backwards from 20. We have been using counters, 
blocks and dice to see different dot patterns and playing games in pairs to help our learning. We have been using coun-
ters and arranging them into neat rows and columns of ten and been talking about sharing between two. Next, we will be 
beginning to count up and down from 30 and learning about doubles. 

For topic this term we are looking at Scotland as we prepare for our very special P1 assembly in a 
couple of weeks. We have painted a map of Scotland and we will be labelling places we know and 
learning some new places. In the next few weeks we will be reading lots of books with tell us about 
Scotland such as Hamish McHaggis, The Gruffalo in Scots and more. The children are welcome to 
bring in anything they would like to share related to Scotland.  
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Primary 3 

In Literacy we have been learning to design an effective poster. We have linked our IDL Topic with Literacy and 
produced posters about Scotland, Loch Ness and The Kelpies. Pupils have really enjoyed using the facts that 
they have been learning in topic during our Literacy lessons. We are also writing a newspaper report about the 
first sighting of the Loch Ness Monster.  We also plan on writing instructions detailing how to catch a Haggis  
In Numeracy we have been learning the strategies for multiplication. We have learned how to use equal groups, 
repeated addition and arrays to solve any multiplication problem. We have been working our way through writ-
ten problems to help with our problem solving skills. We are going to be learning the strategies to help us di-
vide. Once are confident in using these strategies we are going to learn our times tables. Pupils are very excited 
at the prospect of using Times Table Rockstars.  
For our IDL Topic we have been learning about Scotland, Scottish Food and Farming. We started off our topic 
by learning some facts about Scotland. Following on from that we learned about Loch Ness and The Kelpies. 
We are looking forward to visiting The Kelpies in Falkirk on 12th March. One of the highlights of our topic so far 
was taking part in a Scottish food tasking experience in class. Pupils got to taste a selection of traditional Scot-
tish foods. We are hoping to make some Scottish food soon.  

Primary 2 

Hello everyone and welcome back after the February break.  
Literacy - Listening and Talking, Writing  
P2 had been busy before we broke up for the holiday. We enjoyed sharing 

what we had learned about the Scottish artist John Lowrie Morri-
son (JOLOMO) with the rest of the school at our assembly.  We 
were also super excited to see that Jolomo himself had posted our 
paintings on his website! 
In Literacy we are continuing to use conjunctions in our writing 

and have been concentrating on using adjectives to make our 
writing more interesting. We all wrote a lovely piece about 
our recent trip to see the Lion King.  
Maths 
We recently took part in the BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH and made our own 

bird feeders. As part of our learning in Information Handling in 
maths we recorded the birds we saw in the school garden and 
completed a bar chart of this.  
This term we are learning to use coins to 
make amounts of money.  

We are continuing with our Scottish topic this term and the 
children have produced leaflets on facts about Scotland. We are looking for-
ward to our trip to the Kelpies next month.  
Our fortnightly trips to the Library continue. When we are at the Library we 
choose books that we would like to share with our buddies when we go to 
the church the following week.  We enjoy listening to a story as well as choos-
ing books fiction and non-fiction books that we would like to use in the class-
room.  

 

 

Please ensure your child 
wears the correct school uni-
form to school at all times. 

We have noticed some hood-
ies and other jumpers sneak-
ing in and we have put a lot 
of effort in to improving our 
school uniform over the last 
couple of years and want 
this to continue. All P3-7 

should be  
wearing a white shirt and 

tie. 
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Primary 4 

Mud, Glorious Mud!!!! 

Thank you to all parents who have managed to provide their child with suitable wet weather clothing. 
Hopefully the persistent rain will ease up soon and we will not have to battle with mud on a daily   
basis. As well as wellies, the children do need a pair of indoor shoes to change in to – this could be 
school shoes (id using wellies outside) or gym plimsols.   

This term P4 will be studying the life and times of Mary Queen of Scots. Already we have been out on 
a trip to the Royal Mile / Holyrood Palace - where we were able to get a sense of how things were    
different in the 1600’s. We were lucky to find a rare dry day so the children got the opportunity to 

explore different ‘Closes’ and gain insight into how normal people might have lived a long time ago.  

Our visit to the Palace was fabulous and the children were particularly fascinated by the secret passages and tales of   
murder. A great deal of time was spent investigating the blood stains on the floor of Mary’s chambers. I think we have a 
few potential Detective Inspectors amongst our cohort – CSI Sacred Heart!!! 

We are extremely pleased with the progress that all pupils continue to make with their times tables. Please keep on       
plugging away. Every child has increased the speed and accuracy at which they can recall both multiplication and division 
facts. Well done! 

This term will be an opportunity for our children to showcase their dramatic skills as we present ‘The Peace Child’. There 
are lots of lines to be learned – we do appreciate your help in supporting your child in this endeavour.  Not long now until 
‘curtains up’. 

 

Primary 5/6 

Primary 5/6 has had a super start to the year – well done for all your hard work in January. They 
have enjoyed learning about India and did a great job sharing their research posters with the class. 
In the forthcoming weeks, they will be starting their interdisciplinary learning through the context of the Second World 
War. They will be learning about the Blitz, transport and food rationing. Primary 6s will continue to join P6/7 for Literacy 

where they will be working with me and Primary 5s will continue their Literacy with Mr Hutchinson. All 
children will continue to build on their spelling, grammar, handwriting and reading skills too. In maths, P5-
7 has enjoyed learning about shape and will continue to do learning across the classes with a focus of addi-
tion and subtraction and angles, symmetry and transformation. In Health and Wellbeing we will be continu-
ing our resilience work whilst also learning about building positive relationships and the impact these can 
have.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 
Please note that we will be celebrating World Book Day 2020 
in school this year but we will not be asking children to come 
in to school in costumes. Learners should come to school in 

full school uniform, as normal.   
Book-related activities will be planned in individual classes.  



Primary 6/7 
 
Primary 6/7 have had a busy February planned. We have been working hard producung 
biased persuasive writing in literacy as well as a biased newspaper article. We are now 
using what we learned about newspaper articles to produce a balanced article about the 
opening of our new extension. For numeracy we have been working hard across p5-7 on 
shape and the results of our end of topic assessment shows just 
how much effort everyone has put into their work. For topic we are 

about to start an investigation on the effects the second world war had on 
Scotland and our local area. To help us with this we will be going to visit the 
war museum at Edinburgh Castle as well as the National Museum of Flight 
over the next month. This has been an exciting time for us with the move to our new classroom 
and getting to use our awesome new gym hall. Before the February break a team from Primary 7 
took part in the annual Rotary Quiz against five other teams from schools in the local area. After 
the comeback of the decade, and two tie breakers, the Sacred Heart team prevailed!  

Outdoor Arrangements 

We apologise for any inconvenience our   cur-
rent playground arrangements have caused.  
We know that the conditions on the grass 

are not ideal but we are doing our best to ensure our 
learners have access to fresh air and a run around as this 

is such an important part of their day. 

We are now trying to encourage the use of indoor and 
outdoor shoes. This is common practice in a lot of schools 
in Midlothian—children bring a pair of plimsolls or other 

black shoes to school and they put them on whenever they 
are inside the building. They then change into a different 
pair of shoes for outdoors (playtime/going home/trips to 

library etc). We would bery much appreciate your support 
with this but understand it may have cost implications. 
Please get in touch with the school office if you require  

assistance. 
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Trusted Adults 
Did you know that your child has named 
a ‘Trusted Adult’ in our school? This is 
somebody who your child feels they can 
speak to if they have something on their 
mind or need help with something. 

Each term, our learners complete a 
‘wellbeing web’ to tell us how they are 
feeling, using the wellbeing indicators 
that are listed in the government’s     

document ‘Getting It Right For Every 
Child’ (GIRFEC). These are: Safe, Healthy, 
Achieving, Nurtured, Active, Respected, 

Responsible and Included.  
When completing their wellbeing webs, 

learners will identify if they want to 
speak to their trusted adult and if they 
do, their trusted adult will spend some 
time talking to them and check in with 
them regularly to ensure everything is 

going ok..   

Parent Partnership Meeting 

Our next Parent Partnership meeting will take place in school on  

Wednesday 1th March at 6.30pm. 

All are welcome (and encouraged to attend!) 



2020 
 
Mar-05 World Book Day—pupils to come in school uniform please 
Mar-05 P6 to Language Transition Event at St David’s HS (am) 
Mar-06 Primary 3 to Mass at Sacred Heart Church 9.30am Service 
Mar-08 Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am)  
Mar-11 P5/6 Swimming (13wk block 11 Mar-24 June) 
Mar-11 P6/7 Swimming (13wk block 11 Mar-24 June) 
Mar-11 Parent Partnership 6.30pm in school 
Mar-12 P2 & P3 visit to Kelpies & Helix Park 
Mar-13 Primary 2 to Mass at Sacred Heart Church 9.30am Service 
Mar-13 Sports Relief 
Mar-15 P4 Mass: Rite of Presentation of the Our Father 11am SH Church 
Mar-18 P3 Reconciliation Rehearsal  10.30am St Margaret’s Church 
Mar-18 Ski Programme (6wk block 18 Mar-6 May) 
Mar-19 Whole school to Stations of the Cross Service – venue tbc (11am) 
Mar-20 P6/7 Assembly 
Mar-20 World Poetry Day 
Mar-23 School Class Photos - school uniform please 
Mar-24 P3 & P4 Easter Show in school (6pm) 
Mar-25 P3 & P4 Easter Show in school (6pm) 
Mar-26 P3 Reconciliation Service 7pm St Margaret’s Church 
Mar-27 Primary 6/7 to Mass at Sacred Heart Church 9.30am Service 
Mar-27 Coffee & Chat 9.30 in school 
 
Apr-01 Parent Partnership Family Bingo 6.30pm in school 
Apr-02 P6 to Health & Wellbeing Event at Penicuik HS 
Apr-03 School closes 12.25pm 
Apr-06-17 Easter Holiday – school closed to pupils 
Apr-12 Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am) 
Apr-20 Pupils return to school (8.00am Breakfast Club; 8.50am school starts) 
Apr-24 Coffee & Chat in school (9.30-10.30am) 
Apr-28 P2 Day Camp - Bonaly 
Apr-28 P5/6/7 visit to Flight of Museum—note change of date 
Apr-29 P4 Class Residential - Bonaly (return 1 May) 
Apr-30 P7 Residential Parents Information  Meeting in Penicuik HS (6.00-7.00pm) 
 
 

 

Parent/Carers are invited to come along to our Coffee & Chat  

sessions which will be held on the last Friday of each month from 

9.30-10.30am.  Our next coffee & chat will take place on 27th   

March. 

Dates for your Diary           February 2020 
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Dates for your Diary           February 2020 

2020 
 
May-01 P5/6 Assembly 
May-01 Primary 5/6 to Mass at Sacred Heart Church 9.30am Service 
May-07 Sacred Heart’s Got Talent  1.30pm  
May-08 May Day Holiday – school closed 
May-10 Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am) 
May-11-15 Walk to School Week including Inter School Walk 
May-13-15 P7  PHS ASG Residential—Netherurd 
May-13 P1 Induction 1 (2.00-3.00pm) 
May-14-15 P3 Class Residential - Innerwick 
May-15 P2 Assembly 
May-18 InService Day – school closed to pupils 
May-20 Scholastic Book Fair (until 27 May) 
May-20 Whole School to Feast of the Ascension Mass (11.00am SH Church) 
May-21 P1 Induction 2 (9.30-11.00am) 
May-21 Parent Consultations (3.30-8.30pm) 
May-22 P3 Assembly 
May-26 P4 FHC Rehearsal (10.30am St Margaret’s Church) 
May-26 P5/6/7 to Imaginate Workshop 
May-27 Sports Day (back up 17 June) 
May-28 P1 Induction 3 (1.30-3.00pm) 
May-28 P3 & P4 to Imaginate Workshop 
May-29 Nur, P1 & P2 to Imaginate Workshop 
May-29 Coffee and Chat 9.30am in school 
May-31 P4 First Holy Communion  9.30am St Margaret’s Church 
 
Jun-02  P5-P7 Show 
Jun-03  P4 to Mass followed by Eucharistic Adoration 9.30am SH Church 
Jun-03  P5-P7 Show 
Jun-04  P1 Induction 4 (10.00am-2.00pm) 
Jun-05  Exceptional School Closure—school closed to pupils 
Jun-08  Exceptional School Closure—school closed to pupils 
Jun-09-12 Bike to School Week 
Jun-08-12 P5 & P6 Class Residential—Benmore 
Jun-10-12 P7 Transition Days to High School 
Jun-11  P1 Induction 5 
Jun-14  Family Mass at Sacred Heart Church (11.00am) 
Jun-15-20 Healthy Eating Week 
Jun-17  Sports Day—back up    
Jun-19  Whole school to Feast of Sacred Heart Mass (9.30am SH Church) 
Jun-24  Leavers Mass in school (11.00am)  
Jun-26  P7 Leavers Assembly 9.30am  
Jun-26  School closes for summer (reopen to pupils 19 August) 
 
All dates and times are subject to change. 
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