
How can I help with my child’s 
reading? 
 
For each book, begin by practising 
the Speed Sounds for that story. 
These are found at the front of the 
book. Click here to watch a video 
that explains and demonstrates the 
‘pure sounds’ we teach children when they are learning to read.  You can 
use these sounds to help your child sound out and blend (Fred Talk) 
words as they read. You should also practise the Green Words and Red 
Words found at the front of the book. Green words are words with the 
sounds your child is currently practising and Red words are words which 
are ‘tricky’ because they do not follow common sound patterns. 
 
We also recommend reading the story 3 times. This will help them build 
their confidence, fluency and comprehension further. Your child can also 
read picture and simple story books at home. 
 
Other top tips: 
 
 Read to your  child and share stor ies. This will help build their       

vocabulary and enjoyment of reading. 
 
 Ask lots of questions and share your opinions. 
 
 Talk to your  child as much as possible and feed them new and 

ambitious vocabulary e.g. “ Let’s eat our lunch now.” - “Let’s 
munch our  lunch now!” - “Let’s scoff our lunch now!” 

 
There are also free printable sound 
resources and free e-books available 
here and a Facebook group.  
 
If you have any questions about the 
Read Write Inc programme, or your 
child’s progress, please call the  
office to speak to your child's  
teacher or with Miss Stamp, our 
Principal Teacher.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q&list=PLDe74j1F52zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ1c
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://Mayfield.mgfl,net


What is Read Write Inc? 
 
Read Write Inc. is the systematic phonics     
programme followed by all children at Mayfield 
from P1 - P3. Systematic phonics is a method of 
learning to read which focuses on learning the 44 
sounds (phonemes) in the English  Language and 
the letters (graphemes) which make those sounds. 
These sounds are taught in a  specific order     
before children progress to reading words by 
blending sounds together. 
 
There is a helpful explanation video here. 
 
How is it organised? 
 
Children are grouped according to their understanding and work with a 
teacher or Learning Assistant. Sessions take place 4 times a week for 1 
hour. All children are regularly assessed and re-grouped to ensure they   
continue to make progress in their reading.  
 
How do we teach reading? 
 
The sounds that children learn are split into 3 sets. Initially, children are 
taught the ‘speed sounds’. These individual sounds are called speed sounds 
because we want your child to read them effortlessly. They also need to 
know how to blend the sounds together in a word 
to read it e.g. c-a-t > cat. This is called sound 
blending. 
 
In RWI, this blending is known as ‘Fred Talk’. 
Your child’s teacher will introduce the class to a 
toy frog, Fred. Fred can only say the sounds in a word and needs your child 
to help him read the word. Fred the Frog encourages children to sound out 
the words they are trying to read and then blend them together. Children 
progress from ‘Fred Talk’ to ‘Fred in your head’ to finally being able to 
read the words confidently.  
 
Once your child can blend these    
simple sounds, they will progress to 
the more complex sounds and the   
story books where they will practise 
their reading. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RWI Storybooks 
 
Once your child has learned the 3 sets of Speed Sounds, they need to     
practise them and read books made up with these words. 
 
In class, they will read the book at their appropriate level three times. This 
helps them build confidence, fluency and comprehension. They may also 
complete writing activities linked to their reading book. These books are 
colour coded in levels and children will progress through them in order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your child will bring home a copy of their reading book to share with you 
and read at home. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ

