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11 June 2021 

Covid-19 Update - Staying Safe and Keeping the Nursery Open until the End of Term 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we reach the end of a very different school year, the numbers of positive COVID-19 

cases continue to rise in Midlothian. This is a cause for concern as we work hard to keep the 

nursery safe and open for our children. 

We are following all the Scottish Government and Health Protection Team guidance. The 

guidance is very clear that any person, child or adult who has one of the Covid-19 symptoms 

must get a PCR test and their household must self-isolate until a negative result is received 

or if the test comes back as positive, the whole household must self-isolate following 

government guidelines. 

It is of course normal for children to get coughs, temperatures or lose their sense of taste for 

many different reasons, not all of them Covid-19. The Health Protection Team are clear that 

even if we suspect that a child or adult’s symptoms are not linked to Covid-19 we cannot be 

sure unless a PCR test is carried out. 

Every day our families are supporting us by getting their children tested if they have one of 

the Covid-19 symptoms. We are very grateful for your support with this. I know we are all 

weary of Covid-19 restrictions, lateral flow tests and PCR tests. However, the reality is that 

cases of Covid-19 are rising again and we need to ensure that we keep our community safe. 

PCR tests are now available in more test centres and usually the test results are received 

within a day. If you are taking your child to be tested, our experience is that you will be the 

person to use the swab and be asked to swab up their nose.  

If you are taking your child for a PCR test please let us know as there are measures we 

need to take to ensure that we keep everyone safe. 

We know that it is a huge effort for us all, but we know that we all want the nursery to remain 

safe and open. This takes us all and we really do appreciate your support. 

I can reassure you that we are still taking the following measures to keep everyone safe: 

 Limiting children’s contacts by ensuring they are in one class and classes do not mix 

inside or outside 

 Enhanced hand washing for children and for adults – the children are really good at 

following the pictures to wash their hands really thoroughly 

 Enhanced cleaning of resources inside and outside 

 Maximising the use of outside spaces as this really does reduce the risk 

 Adults keeping 2m apart  



 Adult wearing face masks inside, when meeting other adults outside e.g. drop off and 

collection and when in communal areas 

 All staff are participating in lateral flow testing 

 Any member of staff with any symptoms goes for a PCR test and their whole 

household isolates until a negative test result is received 

You can continue to help us keep everyone safe by keeping on: 

 Physically distancing from other parents and carers at drop off and pick up 

 Wearing a face covering at drop off and pick up, unless medically exempt 

 Getting your child a PCR test if they have symptoms – if you are unsure then please 

just phone us to talk it through 

Thank you for helping us all to stay safe. Please do not hesitate to call us or speak to your 

child’s key worker if you have any questions or would like to chat something through with us. 

We are so proud of our community and how you have all worked so hard to keep us all as 

safe as we can be.  

With very best wishes  

 

Lisa Barnes 
Head Teacher 


