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PXX HOMEWORK POLICY FOR PARENTS
Introduction
The staff have produced this policy statement on homework to emphasise our
belief in the importance of homework for all children. It will hopefully clarify what
types of homework we give, how and when it is to be done and provide parents
and children with a clearer understanding of what homework is all about. This
policy also stresses our hope to develop a more planned approach to “Home -
School Partnership” which we believe is the foundation stone of a good
education system.

The success of any homework policy depends on the full support of parents.

This homework policy may be adapted to reduce the risks in relation to the spread of Covid-19.

Why Give Homework?
There are several good reasons for giving homework:

➢ homework can sometimes be considered as preparation for class work. For instance,
children might be asked to prepare some reading, learn some spelling words or read an
article in a newspaper in advance of work to be carried out in the class;

➢ homework can allow practice, reinforcement and consolidation of aspects such as
spelling, tables;

➢ homework can be given to allow children to catch up on class work which they have
missed perhaps because of absence from school;

➢ the completion of homework can encourage self discipline and responsibility. It can help
children to form good working habits such as working independently and planning their
time.

➢ homework can involve parents in some aspects of their children’s school work as well as
providing information on the work they are doing;

➢ in some cases the giving of homework can be used effectively as a consequence of
inappropriate behaviour in school.

Types of Homework
Although the types of homework given will necessarily be different in different classes we aim to have a
consistent approach throughout the school. Homework can be given in any of the following formats:

➢ oral homework e.g. interviewing parents or friends;
➢ online practice e.g. tables, sums;
➢ reading preparation and paired reading;
➢ written homework;
➢ research e.g. watching a TV programme or reading a newspaper;
➢ special assignments e.g. completing a questionnaire with parents or gathering ‘artefacts’ for class

topics;
➢ thinking/planning;
➢ unfinished class work of various types which can be completed independently.

How Often Should Homework Be Given?
There can be no hard and fast rule for the frequency of giving homework. Our
aim is to have a consistent approach where homework is given ‘regularly’ but
not excessively. Not all weeks will be the same - a lot will depend on the class
work at the time and other things that may be happening in the school.
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Providing homework during absence is not always appropriate. While staff will be positive about such
requests, especially during extended illness, the homework must be within the child’s understanding and
not involve teaching missed during the absence. Children who are on holiday during term time cannot
simply have the work given to them before they leave.

Homework Jotter
Homework diaries/jotters may be used by our senior pupils. Our hope is that the diaries will enhance the
home-school partnership letting you know about the work to be done and giving you an opportunity to let
us know how things were at home.

● Parents are asked to sign when the homework has been done.
● Parents are free to make comments where appropriate (positive or negative).
● If the child has a problem with his/her homework, parents are asked to note this.
● If your child cannot do the homework for any reason, again we invite you to let us know.
● Parents are asked to ensure that the homework is done neatly and that you sign it only if you

are happy with it.
● The teacher will also check the diary every week.

Conclusion
By definition, homework is carried out away from the usual classroom setting. We hope you will support us
by letting your child know the importance of homework and by monitoring and supporting this at home.

What does homework mean for Primary xx?


