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Head Teacher’s Update

Dear Parent/Carer,

This is our final school bulletin of the term. I 
have been overwhelmed by the
Christmas spirit here at Dalkeith over this fes-
tive season. There is a real spirit of
giving and caring that can be seen from pupils 
and staff.
Our S3 Business classes participated in a 
sponsored marathon last week, to raise
money for local charities. In total, the pupils 
ran 79 miles and cycled 49 miles. A
brilliant achievement and one that raised over 
£1000. The pupils will decide which
charity this will go to via vote. Well done to 
everyone involved.
Our staff elves have been working hard this 
week to ensure all our young people
enjoy their Christmas holiday. Santa has de-
livered over forty four presents for pupils
across the school community. We hope this 
supports families over the holiday
season. Thank you to our elves for spreading 
the joy!
I also really enjoyed attending the Personal 
Development class’s Christmas Fayre
last week. The creativity and entrepreneurial 
skills on show were outstanding! Well
done to the team!
A huge thank you to Nicola Riddell, Acting 
Depute Head Teacher of Pupil Support
and Claire McDougall, Acting Curriculum 
Leader of Humanities who return to their
substantive posts in January. Thank you to 
both for their hard work and dedication to
these roles over the past few months. We 

welcome Emma O’Connell, from
Gracemount High School, on the 4th of Janu-
ary as our new Depute Head Teacher of
Pupil Support.
I can’t believe my first term here has almost 
come to an end. I have enjoyed every
minute of getting to know Dalkeith High 
School’s learning community. Before we
close up for the term, I wanted to say a huge 
thank you to pupils, staff and parents
for giving me such a warm welcome to 
Dalkeith High School. I feel very privileged to
be your Head Teacher.
However you celebrate the Christmas period, 
I hope it’s a peaceful one. Enjoy the
time with friends and family!

Take care
Emma Ormerod 

S4 - S6 College 
Courses

The last day for college courses 
this term, depending on the 
normal day of attendance, is 
Thursday 15 December or Friday 
16 December.  On Tuesday 20 
December, pupils who would 
normally attend college on a 
Tuesday afternoon, may go 
home at 1. 05 p.m. In order for 
this to happen a parent or carer 
must contact the school office 
giving permission for their son or 
daughter to go home at lunch-
time.  If notification is not re-
ceived, pupils will be expected in 
school.  College courses resume 
week beginning 9 January.

S5-S6 Foundation 
Apprenticeships

The last day for the FA Children 
and Young People or FA Health 
and Social Care is Thursday 
15 December.  On Tuesday 20 
December, pupils who normally 
attend  their FA course on a 
Tuesday afternoon, may go 
home at 1. 05 p.m. In order 
for this to happen a parent or 
carer must contact the school 
office giving permission for their 
son or daughter to go home at 
lunchtime.  If notification is not 
received, pupils will be expected 
in school.  Thank you.

Miss Bones

Mrs E. Ormerod
Head Teacher

S4-5 Coursing 
Information Event

This event will take place on Tuesday 10 
January, at 7 p.m., in the school assembly 
hall.  All parents or carers of young people 
currently in S4 or S5 are invited.  Accom-
panied young people may also attend.  
Furthermore, any parents or carers of 
younger pupils who wish, perhaps, to find 
out more about the school’s senior phase 
curriculum (S4 - S 6)are also welcome, 
though the emphasis will be on the S5 and 
S6 experience.

Miss Bones
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Travelling GalleryS1/2 
Litter
Picking
A great effort litter picking over the 
last few weeks from S1/2. This has 
made the campus look even nicer 
in the winter weather. Well done! 

Swimming Success!

Three Dalkeith HS pupils have qualified to represent the school 
at the National Swimming Championships. 

Ritchie Saunders (S1), Ava Marko (S2) and Anna Lawson (S2) 
all recorded excellent times at the regional swimming championships last month in Preston-
pans. Their times will be used for the National finals which is a virtual event this year. A huge 
congratulations to all three swimmers on their fantastic achievement. 

The Art and Design department were delighted to 
welcome The Travelling Gallery to School last week.  
The Travelling Gallery is a very unique opportunity 
for our young people to experience as it consists of 
a contemporary art exhibition on a converted bus.   
Each year the gallery exhibits the work of emerging 
and established contemporary artists and travels all 
across Scotland.

Staff on board the bus provided insight on the cur-
rent exhibition titled ‘Reconnect’.  The artwork in-
cluded ceramics, paintings, 3D Sculptures and Pho-
tographs.  Staff were extremely knowledgeable and 
shared information about the artists and the artworks 
on display.  Presentations were interactive and en-
gaging therefore allowing opportunity for questions 
and further exploration of the artworks.  

To have such a unique educational experience was 
fantastic for all involved.  The gallery staff were very 
positive about the levels of engagement from our 
pupils and were delighted to report that nearly 100 
visitors (including a dog out on its daily walk) visited 
the exhibition on their last tour of the year. 

Pupils thoroughly enjoyed this experience and for 
some it was the first time encountering a real exhibi-
tion environment and for many the first time seeing 
artworks on a bus!! Mrs Ormerod seemed to have 
the best time of all as she was even caught wearing 
one of the fabric sculptures!!

Following the gallery visit learners were encour-
aged to respond to their experiences through a class 
discussion where they identified their favourite and 
most inspiring artworks. Practical workshops led by 
their class teachers allowed opportunity for pupils to 
create their own contemporary artworks inspired by 
the work seen in the exhibition. Abstract paintings, 
3D sculptures, photographs and designs were all 
explored, enabling the pupils to reflect on their trav-
elling gallery experience but in a hands-on creative 
way.  
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The PDA Christmas Craft Sale had a great turn out. Staff from various departments popped 
in to purchase some of the wonderful Christmas items for sale. The class raised £59, and 
will use this for a summer outing to celebrate their achievements at the end of the course. 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to purchase items. Pupils had a fabulous time, and 
enjoyed the experience.

Secondary Schools Ski Race Competition

Charity Marathon

PDA Christmas Craft Sale

Three pupils were entered into The Boyd Anderson Secondary Schools Ski Race Competition 
at Hillend on Wednesday 14th December. Georgia Henderson, Matilde Buxton and Tristan Tiley 
were entered as the Dalkeith High School team and finished 4th out of 7 school teams. A great 
achievement for the pupils! On top of this Tristan won the award for the overall fastest individual 
time on the day. Thank you to the parents who supported our pupils in attending this event.

Last week, three S3 business classes have 
participated in a sponsored marathon. In 
total the pupils ran 79 miles and cycled 49 
miles over 3 days.

A great achievement by all involved. They 
have raised over £1000 so far for charity. 
Charities have still to be decided by the the 
three different classes.

Many thanks go to the PE department too, 
who have been extremely accommodating 
with access to the gym.


