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Head Teacher’s Update
Good morning, 
It has been a little while since our last bulletin due 
to the holidays. I hope you all had a restful holiday, 
although I am sure for many it feels like some time 
ago now. 
Just before the school holidays, we were able 
to appoint a new Depute Head Teacher of Pupil 
Support. Dependant on pre-employment checks, 
we hope Emma O’Connell, the successful candi-
date, will join our team on the 4th of January. Ms 
O’Connell is currently the Acting Depute Head 
Teacher of Pupil Support at Gracemount High 
School in Edinburgh City Council. We are delighted 
she will be joining us at Dalkeith in the New Year. 
Until this point, Ms Nicola Riddell will continue in 
her post as Acting Depute Head Teacher of Pupil 
Support. 
As you may be aware, there is a National Discus-
sion taking place around the purpose of education, 
with a specific focus on curriculum. Our last staff in-
service day centred on this. We spent time reflect-
ing on our own curriculum rationale and considered 
the context we all now work in but also the future of 
education in Scotland. I would encourage parents 
to have their say by completing the online survey 
which can be found here:
https://consult.gov.scot/learning-directorate/nation-
al-discussion-on-education/consultation/intro/
The highlight of the past couple of weeks has been 
welcoming current and future parents and carers 
into our school again. Last week, we hosted our P7 
Open evening where staff and pupils showcased 
what is on offer at Dalkeith High School. It was 
great to meet so many eager P7 pupils within our 
catchment and I look forward to seeing them all 
again at our next transition event. We also returned 
to in-person parent consultations. There was a 
real buzz around the school and staff, parents and 
pupils all said how much they loved getting back 
to face to face discussions. I want to take this op-
portunity to thank everyone who took part in these 
events and for coming out to support our school. 
It has been brilliant to see our school’s breakfast 
club get up and running since our return to school. 
This club is open to all young people and it’s free! 
We want all of our pupils to start their day off in the 
best way, so please encourage your young people 

to pop in for some fruit, porridge or cereal in the 
mornings from 8am. As a way to support families 
through the winter months and as a result of the 
rising cost of living, we have also opened an Es-
sentials Hub. If needed, pupils will have access to 
warm clothing, bedding, spare uniform and hygiene 
products. We would still welcome donations if you 
are able to do so. We hope these small steps will 
help support our young people through winter and 
beyond.
Finally, I was delighted to welcome Dr Grace 
Vickers, Chief Executive of Midlothian Council to 
our school this week. It was great to have profes-
sional discussion about our school priorities and 
celebrate the young people at our school. This 
week the school also had a quality assurance visit 
focussing on self-evaluation for school improve-
ment and strategic leadership across the school. 
We received great feedback about the direction of 
the school and were able to showcase some of the 
excellent work our Learning and Teaching working 
group have been doing to support teachers within 
the classroom. Our School Captains and House 
Captains led our visitors on a school tour and 
should be very proud of the part they have played 
in this quality improvement activity. 
Our next bulletin will be published on 18th of 
November with a new, fortnightly, addition from our 
School Captains. Finally our next Parent Council 
meeting takes place on Wednesday the 9th of No-
vember from 7pm to 8:30pm. I hope you can join 
us for discussions on attainment and fundraising. 
Have a lovely weekend when it comes.
Emma Ormerod

Delivering Equity 
#DalkeithHighCares

Our breakfast club is now up 
and running every morning from 
8am - 8.40am. This is open to all 
pupils and is free! A number of 
staff have volunteered their time 
to become members of a work-
ing group that will be focusing 
on delivering equity at DHS. We 
will be working with the ‘Cost of 
the School Day’ toolkit and ex-
ploring ways that we can build a 
culture of nurture and wellbeing 
in order to improve outcomes for 
young people and their families. 
The aim of the group is to build a 
poverty neutral school where we 
have a shared understanding of 
wellbeing and in the dignity and 
worth of every individual. More 
information to follow.

Nicola Riddell
Acting DHT Pupil Support

Mrs E. Ormerod
Head Teacher

S3 into S4 Coursing

Interviews have begun with S3 pupils.
The option form, option booklet and all other 
guidance materials are posted on the school 
website.  It’s important that young people ar-
rive prepared at their coursing interview so 
everyone is encouraged to engage with the 
website materials and videos.  Thank you.
Miss Bones
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Some of our young people represented DHS 
pupil voice on Friday 7th October by taking 
part in the Midlothian Youth Community 
Planning ‘Hackathon’. Our young people 
chatted to representatives from Midlothian 
council about their views and opinions on 
sustainability within Midlothian and what 
they feel should be included in Midlothian’s 
long-term improvement plan. Our students 
were be able to share their experiences of 
Midlothian, play a key role in defining the 
issues, collaborate ideas for improvement 
and, most importantly, get involved in work 
towards a sustainable Midlothian together. 

The 6 key areas from the global sustainable 
development goals that were addressed 
were Poverty and Work, Health and well-
being, Education and Equalities, Climate 
Action, Sustainable Communities and Zero 
Hunger. 

Our representatives from DHS were: 

Jess Inglis & Amy Rodgers (S6) 
Jessica Clegg & Ollie Henderson (S5) 
Kaitlyn Munro & Jake Prior (S4) 
Xanthe Nelson & Ellis Ferguson (S3)
Orlaith Jeffords & Ellie Watt (S2) 
Ritchie Saunders & Freddie Campbell (S1)

Huge thank you and well done!

HackathonStill Top 
of the 
League!
DHS Golfers played brilliantly 
for their second match at New-
battle Golf Club.

Well done to the victorious DHS 
Team!

Lewis Brown 2L1, Josh Hutton 2M1, 
Tristan Tiley 4D2, Adam Bowen 
4B2 and Ben Inglis 4L1 again had 
the best team score, so the league 
standings after 2 rounds are as 
follows:

Dalkeith - 12
Penicuik - 9
Beeslack - 9
Newbattle - 5
Lasswade - 3
St David’s - 0

There will be further fixtures starting 
in the Spring.

Support for Learning
Lunch Club

The SFL Lunch Club will join SINBAD 
at the Brunton Theatre in December on 
his fantastic journey as he voyages from 
Fisherrow over the sea searching for for-
tune, and finding romance with a runaway 
Princess-in-disguise. 
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Supported Study Timetable 2022/23
Day Time Subject Level Room Teacher

Alternate Mon & Tues 15.15 - 16.15 Classical Studies Higher G111 Mr McGlade

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Biology Higher (N5 & S3 welcome) F228 Mrs Kellagher

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Physics N5/Higher F227 Mr Moncrieff

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Chemistry All Senior levels F225 Mrs Lawson

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Biology Higher Human and N5 F221 Miss Miller

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths/Apps All levels F114 Mrs Harcourt-Gill

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 PE N5 and Higher F219 Mr Agnew

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths Nat 5 (S3) F120 Mr Gibbs

Monday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths. Apps higher apps All F117 Mr King

Monday & Tuesday 13.05 - 13.35 Biology All levels F220 Mr Craig

Monday & Tuesday 13.05 - 13.35 Chemistry National 5 F224 Ms Mackay

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.15 Chemistry All Senior levels F223 Mrs Mackenzie

Tuesday 13.05 - 13.35 Maths N5 F122 Mr May

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.30 Art and Photography All levels G306 Miss Banks

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.15 Design & Manufacture N5 G216 Mr Tams

Tuesday 15.15 - 16.15 Spanish Advanced Higher G224 Mrs Heggie

Tues (every 2nd week) 15.15 - 16.15 Modern Studies Higher & Adv Higher F113 Miss McDougall

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 History N5 G112 Mr Holligan

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Drama All Senior Levels G770 Ms Thomson/Mrs Watson

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths All levels F122 Mr May

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Engineering Science Higher G202 Mrs Kane

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Engineering Science N5 G202/G239 Mr Ambrose

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Graphic Communication All Levels G212 Mr Young

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Mathematics N5, Higher F118 Mr. Shaw

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.30 English N5, Higher G117 Mr Johnstone

Wednesday 13:05 - 13:35 Biology N5 and AH F233 Miss Maitland

Wednesday 15.15 - 16.15 Geography Higher F109 Mr Duncan

Wed (every 2nd week) 15.15 - 16.15 Politics Higher F113 Miss McDougall

Thursday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths/Apps Nat 5 and Higher F112/F1.21 Miss Shankland

Thursday 15.15 - 17.00 Art and Photography All Senior levels G303 Mrs Zielinski

Thursday 15.15 - 16.00 PE (Practical Performance) N5 and Higher GH1 Mrs Gatti

Thursday 15.15 - 16.30 Art and Photography All Levels G302 Ms Kyle

Thursday 13.05 - 13.35 Maths N5 Apps F123 Miss Hamilton

Thursday 15.15 - 16.15 Maths AH F120 Mr Gibbs

Thursday 15.15 - 16.15 Geography N5 F111 Mr Cormack

Thursday 15.15 - 16.15 English N5, Higher G114 Miss Falconer

Thursday 15.15 - 16.15 French Higher / Advanced Higher G227 Mr Zirnheld

Supported Study - Session 2022/23
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S1 textile classes have been working on applique de-
signs to their Christmas gift bags. Practising measure-
ment, pinning and tacking and cutting techniques. 

On Wednesday 26th October S3 pupils took part in an employability for 
languages event where they circulated around and took part in five differ-
ent workshops; amongst those presenting were: NatWest, Martin Currie 
Investment, Heriot Watt University and our very own DHS Languages 
Ambassadors, Pierre Aubertel and Callum Gardiner. 

Skills for Work, Early Learning and Childcare, investigated how creativity 
influences child development and wellbeing by doing various craft activities.

In the Classroom
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Hairdressing & Beauty pupils have been working on 
their mood boards for the Creative Trends unit of the 
course.

In Drama our S2 pupils have been learning about puppetry and trying 
their hands at working large scaled puppets. Learning to become a pup-
peteer means you need to follow the 3 principles of puppetry: breath, 
focus and weight!

In the Classroom
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Primary Schools’
Hockey Festival

The festival was organ-
ised by Active Schools as 
part of the Hamish Heroes 
taster programme that was 
offered to local Midlothian 
primary schools and de-
livered by Eskvale Hockey 
Club. 

Using her Eskvale connec-
tions, Mrs Gatti sought the 
help and umpiring skills of 
some pupils to help with the 
running and umpiring of the 
tournament. The pupils were 
a fantastic help as umpires 
across two pitches, umpir-
ing approximately 10 games 
throughout the morning. Well 
done and thanks again to 
Rosie, Evie, Freyja, Rachel, 
Abbey and Ines. 

Our first off campus learning experience saw 
Mrs Gatti accompany a group of 15 pupils 
to Hillend Ski Slope. We had 2 groups, one 
of experienced skiers, and  one of complete 
beginners. The experienced group spent 
their time up on the most challenging areas 
of the slopes and the beginner group spent 
4 lessons aiming to develop their skills and 
their confidence. Despite the odd fall here 
and there, all of the pupils commented regu-
larly about how much they enjoyed them-
selves and also how the session helped to 
reduce stress and increase focus for when 
they returned to school after lunchtime. It 
was hard work for sure, but the beginners 
group really tried their best with 2 pupils 
passing their level 1 assessment and 6 pu-
pils passing their level 2 by the final session. 
An excellent achievement from only 3 or 4 
lessons. Well done to all who were involved! 

On the 10th of October the History Department ran a trip to Holyrood Palace and Mary King’s Close 
to coincide with our ‘Mary Queen of Scots’ unit. Pupils were taken back in time to see how Holyrood 
Palace has changed throughout its 900 years of monarchical history. One of the most famous of 
these monarchs was of course, Mary Queen of Scots, who resided there until her forced abdication 
in 1567. Pupils got to see first hand where Mary lived and ruled and the supposed mark where her 
close friend David Rizzio was dramatically murdered! To truly understand this time period we also 
have to understand how normal people lived in Edinburgh during the 16th century. This took us to 
Mary King’s Close for a glimpse into the dark, smelly and deadly world of Old Edinburgh. On both 
tours we were lucky enough to have excellent guides who brought the very different worlds of 16th 
Century Edinburgh to life. Overall, it was a fantastic day out and a wonderful opportunity for our S3 
pupils to see first hand the History we have been studying in class. Many thanks to Mr Wilson, Miss 
McDougall and Mr McDonald for their help on the trip.   Mr Holligan

S6 Health & Wellbeing
Ski Trip

S3 History Trip
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Dalkeith High School

2 Cousland Road, Dalkeith
Midlothian EH22 2PS

Tel: 0131 654 4701
Fax: 0131 663 7311

Email: dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk

http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/

@official_DHS

Dalkeith High School PTA & PC

@DalkeithHighSchoolParentCouncilandPTA

We had great numbers for the first week of Extra-curricular Rugby last Friday. All S3-S6 pu-
pils had a great time! We are looking to build numbers to get an S3/4 boys team, S5/6 boys 
team and a girls rugby team. If you’re interested, please come down to the PE Department 
with boots, PE kit and water every Friday 13.15-14.30.

PHOTOGRAPHY TRIP

MATHS CAMP!

SCOTTISH SCHOOLS ROAD RACE

S3-S6 EXTRA-CURRICULAR RUGBY

NPA and Higher Photography pupils had the fantastic opportunity to carry out a photoshoot on 
location in Edinburgh City Centre. The excursion allowed students to carry out a shoot within 
the Urban Environment as part of their folio of work, whilst learning about different composi-
tional techniques such as viewpoints, leading lines and rule of thirds. Overall, a great day had 
by all!

On the 5th of October 6 of our pupils were representing Dalkeith at the Scottish schools Road 
Race at Pittencreiff Park. It stayed dry for the most only the last few races sadly ended up in a 
wash out. All athletes did themselves proud competing against some of the best athletes from 
all over Scotland. We are hoping to up our team size for the Scottish school Cross country 
Championships in March, so if you would like to get involved come along to Athletics Club 
down in PE on Thursdays 3.15-4.00.

S1 Races, 9th  Emma THOMSON 00:09:05

19th  Struan MILNE 00:08:42

S2 Race, 45  Beth MCWILLIAM  00:09:45

86  Anna LAWSON  00:10:21

S4 race, 113  Jay MCNAMARA  HS 00:14:39

S6 Race, 8 Andrew MCWILLIAM  00:14:58

S4 pupils aiming for a N5 Maths or Ap-
plication of Maths exam this year should 
have received a Maths Camp letter from 
their maths teacher.  Spaces are lim-
ited and are allocated on a first come, 
first served basis.  If your child is keen, 
please return the Parental Agreement 
form and deposit (or full amount) to Mr 
Gibbs. 

CAMP DATE: 18th/19th March 2023


