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Head Teacher’s Update

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am Emma Ormerod and it gives me great pleasure 
to write to you as the new Head Teacher of Dalkeith 
High School. I feel very privileged to have been 
given the opportunity to lead the school into the 
next phase of its improvement and I look forward 
to working alongside the whole school community 
to do so. 

I began my career in education as a modern 
languages teacher and over the past 12 years have 
been in a range of roles within different second-
ary schools. For the past six years, I held the post 
of Depute Head Teacher at Musselburgh Grammar 
School, where I strategically led the school through 
self-evaluation for improvement and raising attain-
ment agendas. 

Since my interview for this post, I have been 
impressed by the strong school ethos and positive 
learning atmosphere within the school. This has 
only been reinforced over the past week. I have 
been meeting pupils in and out of classes and have 
been impressed by how engaged, motivated and 
inquisitive they are in lessons, but also in getting 
to know me, as their new Head Teacher. I have also 
been spending time getting to know the teaching 
and support staff. I have been overwhelmed by their 
passion, dedication and commitment to ensur-
ing Dalkeith High School is ambitious in achieving 
the best for the young people it serves. Overall, 
the common theme over the past week has been 
observing a real sense of pride in the learning com-
munity from all staff and pupils. 

I am therefore very proud to be joining the team 
as the new Head Teacher. I believe that education 
has the power to open doors and change lives. As 
a team we will seek to inspire pupils of all abilities, 
and of all backgrounds, to expect more of them-
selves. I will lead staff to develop a shared ambition 
which aspires to push our young people to meet 

and exceed their potential. The role of parents and 
carers is crucial in this endeavour and I will welcome 
your valuable input in realising our ambitions.  

To conclude, I want to assure you that the pursuit 
of excellence is central to everything that I do and 
want for Dalkeith High School. I look forward to 
working alongside the whole community on this 
journey. 

With warmest regards, 

Emma Ormerod

School
Uniform 
It has been great to see our pupils arrive at 
school proudly wearing their school uni-
form. This helps promote and strengthen 
our school’s strong identity in the commu-
nity and sets high standards and expecta-
tions for all. I would like to thank families for 
their support with the school’s dress code. 

As a reminder to all, pupils are encouraged 
to wear the following: 

 

Mrs E. Ormerod
Head Teacher
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STAFFING

We welcome a number of new staff to our 
school team this year and we wish them 
every success for the year ahead. 

Mr A. Carvel, Music Teacher

Ms A. Falconer, English Teacher

Ms B. Frith, English Teacher

Mr R. Stirling, Maths Teacher

Ms L. Banks, Art & Design

Ms R. Thomson, Drama

Ms N. Pay - English

Ms J. Jarvis - Home Economics
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LGBTQ+ clubs will be on a Wednesday lunchtime. Senior club 
G112 and Junior club G307 (tbc). The club is open to all with a 
focus on trying to make the school a more inclusive place.

Due to the success of the Warhammer After School Club which 
was established during the last academic year, Mrs Zielinski 
is delighted to offer this again on Friday afternoons in the Art 
and Design department. The club will be open to all pupils 
and will commence on Friday 26th August from 13.05pm to 
14.30pm.  

Speak to Mrs Zielinski in Art for more information and to col-
lect a permission letter.

S2 
Outdoor
Learning 
S2 Outdoor Learning 
days will begin from 
Thursday 1st Septem-
ber and take place 
every Thursday until 
the Christmas break.

All S2 pupils will be invited out for one 
day Mountain Biking this year using 
the schools fleet of bikes. This activity 
will be free of charge. Please look out 
for letters which will be sent home 
in the coming weeks providing more 
information. This letter will inform 
you of the date your child will go 
out and also have a parental consent 
form attached which will need to be 
completed and returned for your child 
to take part. 

Any further questions please email 
Fraser Agnew at f.agnew@midlothain.
education

Dungeons and Dragons Club on 
Wednesday afternoons 3.15pm 
- 4.45pm in the Library. Also, 
Anime Club Monday lunchtime 
& Film Club Thursday lunctime. If 
you are interested, see Mr Orr for 
details on how to join.

Over the season pupils and 
teachers will be battling it out to 
become the Dalkeith High School 
Fantasy Football Champion. Keep 
your eyes out for the Manager of 
the Month prizes as well! 

Over 30 players have created 
their teams for the start of the 
league this weekend. If you 
would like to join there is still 
time. See the link below or Mr 
Cormack for more info.  

https://fantasy.premierleague.
com/

CLUBS!

Fantasy Football
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Last session DHS invested in a small fleet of 
Canadian canoes as well as all of the accompa-
nying equipment needed for our pupils to have 
a safe and enjoyable water sports experience. 
The S6 Gold DofE group were the first group 
to put the new equipment to the test on their 
assessment expedition. The group, made up of 
eight S6s, paddled the length of the Caledonian 
Canal. They had to be fully self sufficient by 
carrying all of their own food and camping sup-
plies. The group started at Doors, on the shores 
of Loch Ness. From there they set off on their 4 
day journey covering the full width of Scotland 
from east to west. The first night saw the group 
set camp around two thirds of the way along 
Loch Ness before setting out the next day to Fort 
Augustus at the end of the loch. From here they 
had to portage their canoes through Fort Au-
gustus and around a series of canal locks before 
re-entering the water. After spending some time 
exploring Fort Augustus the group camped at 
Kytra, by the canal side. On day three the group 
paddled for over 25km through Loch Oich then 
Loch Lochy where they made their final camp 
at Clunes, on the northern shore. At each camp 
site the pupils had to pitch their tents, cook their 
own meals and brave the nasty midges! Finally 
day four arrived and the group made one final 
push to Fort William and the top of Neptune’s 
Staircase where their expedition came to end. 
The assessor for this expedition was extremely 
impressed with how the group had performed 
over the four days and was delighted to pass all 
8 participants.  
It was a great trip to put the new equipment 
through its paces and was such a success that 
the current S6 Gold group have also chosen to 
complete their expedition in canoes this year!  
 
Well done to all of those who took part and I 
look forward to seeing you all next June at Holy-
rood Palace when you receive your award! 
 
Mr Duncan 
DofE Coordinator

SENIOR AWARDS 
CEREMONY

We are delighted to announce that 
the Senior Awards Ceremony will be 
back in the assembly hall on Thursday 
8th September at 7pm. This event 
celebrates the outstanding achieve-
ments of our S4-S6 pupils over the 
last year. Parents and carers will also 
have an opportunity to explore our 
achievement village when they arrive 
at the school from 6.30pm onwards.

We are also thrilled to recognise the 
outstanding achievements of the 
following four pupils who are winners 
of Dalkeith’s most prestigious and 
longstanding dux prizes:

Senior Dux Medallists 

Rosie Reed (Senior Dux) 6 x As in 
English, Maths, Geography, History, 
Biology and Chemistry 

Abbie Pearson (Senior Dux Proxime 
Accessit) 6 x As in English, Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry, History and Dance

Junior Dux Medallists 

Lewis Johnson (Junior Dux) 6 x As in 
English, Maths, Chemistry, Physics, 
Business Management and Engineer-
ing Science

Jessica Clegg (Junior Dux Proxime 
Accessit) 6 x As in English, Maths, 
Chemistry, Physics, Business Manage-
ment and Engineering Science

All pupils who have been nominated 
for prizes should confirm their atten-
dance with the school office and wear 
school uniform to the event. 

Congratulations to all!

Gold Award Canoe 
Expedition
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MATHS CAMP IS BACK!

After a Covid pause, the maths 
department are once again running 

their annual Maths Camp.  It will be open 
to any S4 pupil who is sitting either N5 
Maths or Application of Maths in May 

2023.  The camp will run on 18th & 19th 
March - more info will be sent home 

shortly, but stick the dates in your diaries.  

S3 harvested new potatoes, shallots and 
French beans from our garden as part of 

their horticulture award.

The produce was offered to some very 
keen in-school cooks who reported that 

their meals were delicious with ‘home 
grown Dalkeith HS flavour!’

Wimbledon 2022 
Another successful trip to Wimbledon took place at the 
end of June 2022.

47 students attended the 4 day excursion to London. The students enjoyed a day shopping in 
Oxford Street, before heading to Richmond Park in the evening. Lots of money was spent and that 
was just Mr Hamilton! Students experienced a superb day in the sunshine watching some great 
tennis on Court 2. A wonderful time was had by all and Mr Hamilton is looking forward to taking 
another group to Wimbledon in the near future.

HORTICULTURE
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CAREERS ADVICE

To Good careers advice is essential 
for effective career planning.  Bar-
bara Moir is the Careers Adviser for 
Dalkeith High School.  Barbara’s usual 
days in School are Monday to Thurs-
day where she can be found in the 
School Library.

See the notice board at the back of 
the School’s library for information 
on vacancies, college, university and 
volunteering. There is also a Careers 
Section in the School Library which is 
useful for information on college, uni-
versity, applying for work and training 
as well as gap year activities.

Barbara can be contacted by email at 
Barbara.moir@sds.co.uk or by phoning 
her on 07887 831027.  If she is not in 
school, please call 0131 663 7287 and 
one of her colleagues at Skills Devel-
opment Scotland can help you.

Parent Council 
& PTA 
The Parent Council is the formal body which rep-
resents all parents and carers of pupils at Dalkeith 
HS.  The Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) 
Act 2006 makes provision for all parents to be 
members of the Parent Forum at a school, and to 
have their views represented to the school, educa-
tion authority and others, through a representative 
Parent Council for the school.

Our PTA is a less formal body which supports the 
school at a number of events during the school 
year.  Fund-raising occasions have included quiz-
zes, fashion shows and even Strictly Dalkeith-style.    
Through the commitment and dedication of the 
parents, funds are raised annually and donated to 
the Pupil Voice.  These funds are then disbursed in 
the best interests of our young people.

The first Parent Council meeting and AGM will 
take place on Monday the 12th of September at 
Dalkeith HIgh School from 7pm - 8:30pm. As al-
ways we look forward to meeting current and new 
parent council members. 

For more information on content and joining 
instructions please follow the link to the page 
on My World of Work below.
https://careers.myworldofwork.co.uk/webinars

Dalkeith High School

2 Cousland Road, Dalkeith
Midlothian EH22 2PS

Tel: 0131 654 4701
Fax: 0131 663 7311

Email: dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk

http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/

@official_DHS

Dalkeith High School PTA & PC

@DalkeithHighSchoolParentCouncilandPTA


