
Institutions 

• This is where we start thinking about the influence of different people or groups of people on 

the final text.   

• These influences (or controls) are broken into two separate areas:  

Internal controls    External controls 

Internal Controls 

Budget 

How did the budget affect the content of Avengers Assemble? 

The budget for Avengers Assemble was $225 million. Allocating such a large budget to the film allowed for 

the inclusion of several big-name stars such as Robert Downey Jr, Samuel L Jackson, Scarlett Johansson, 

Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth and Mark Ruffalo. The audience would expect to see most of these actors in 

the film as they had already been established playing their particular characters in Marvel’s preceding films. 

As this was a big budget superhero film, a large chunk of this budget would have also been set aside to pay 

for special effects. For this, the studio would need to ensure they hired a high quality SFX team so that the 

end result would look good on screen. Money was spent on hiring Industrial Light and Magic, an SFX 

company that was founded by George Lucas and became famous for producing the effects for the Star 

Wars films. 

The Special Effects 

How did the special effects affect the content of Avengers Assemble? 

ILM’s crew were tasked with creating The Hulk, based on equal parts on-set performance capture 

and key frame animation and creating Iron Man’s iconic suit for every shot as well as hero digital 

doubles for each of the film stars. 

ILM also created the entirety of the midtown Manhattan environment which features heavily 

throughout the film. The crew completed a 275,000-photo survey mapping a massive swathe of 

Manhattan in order to painstakingly recreate the location for the film’s action-packed end battle. 

ILM were also responsible for creating the helicarrier which is featured in the film. Without the input 

of ILM the film would not include such futuristic looking technology and the sense of a world in peril, 

achieved through the inclusion of realistic and identifiable settings, would not have been realised. 

The Writer/Director– Joss Whedon  

How do you think the choice of Joss Whedon affected the content of Avengers Assemble? 



Joss Whedon is an American screenwriter, film and television 

producer, director, comic book author, composer, and actor. He is 

the founder of Mutant Enemy Productions and co-founder of 

Bellwether Pictures. 

Whedon’s previous work had mainly been in television based 

productions such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Angel and Firefly. 

These were fantasy and science-fiction based programmes so he had 

experience of dealing with genre texts making him a good fit for the 

overall vision of a superhero movie. He had written for television on 

the comedy series Roseanne and his previous TV shows had a 

reputation for comedic pop-culture references. This humour can be 

seen in Avengers Assemble as the characters often exchange quips with each other.  

He had previously directed the film Serenity but Avengers Assemble was his first big budget film. This 

means that he would cost less for Marvel Studios to hire, allowing for money to be spent elsewhere 

in the film. 

External Controls 

Legal 

You have to make sure that you don’t break the law when you create a text.   

In particular there are two areas that creative companies have to contend with: 

 Copyright Laws 

 Libel Laws 

Copyright Laws 
 
These give the creators of literary, dramatic, musical, artistic works, sound recordings, broadcasts, 
films and typographical arrangement of published editions, rights to control the ways in which 
their material may be used.  The rights cover; broadcast and public performance, copying, 
adapting, issuing, renting and lending copies to the public. In many cases, the creator will also 
have the right to be identified as the author and to object to distortions of his work.  International 
conventions give protection in most countries, subject to national laws.  
 
This means that you can’t use other people’s: 

• Music 
• Image 
• Films 
• Ideas 
• Logos 

 
If you do then you have to make sure you pay them for it and acknowledge their work.  
 

 
Libel Laws 
 



To publish in print (including pictures), writing or broadcast through radio, television or film, an 
untruth about another which will do harm to that person or his/her reputation, by tending to 
bring the target into ridicule, hatred, scorn or contempt of others. 
 
Whenever a work of fiction can be reasonably read as stating actual facts about a real person, 
courts allow juries to decide whether the work actually conveys a defamatory meaning. As a 
result, current defamation law essentially forces fiction authors to write about unidentifiable 
people or unbelievable events. 
 
This means that a filmmaker will not create a character that can be easily recognisable as being 
based on a real person, if they are going to be overly critical of them (without fact to back them 
up).  
 

 

How do these external controls affect Avengers Assemble? 

  



Self-regulatory 

The industry has established a series of self-regulating bodies that are in place to ensure that certain 

standards are maintained and that the public can feel safe and informed about the industry.   

These bodies also offer a chance to reduce the likelihood of legal issues becoming a problem 

through censorship.   

The main ones of concern for us are: 

• BBFC (British Board of Film Classification) 

• MPAA (Motion Picture Association of America)  

It is first important to note that both of these agencies operate in a similar way, and with similar 

standards. 

The British Board of Film Classification (BBFC), originally British Board of Film Censors, is a non-

governmental organisation, funded by the film industry and responsible for the national 

classification and censorship of films within the United Kingdom.  It has a statutory requirement to 

classify videos, DVDs and some video games under the Video Recordings Act 2010.  

12A PG-13 

 
12A films are considered to be unsuitable for 
very young people. Films under this category 
can contain mature themes, discrimination, soft 
drugs, infrequent strong language and 
moderate violence, sex references and nudity. 
Sexual activity may be briefly and discreetly 
portrayed.  Sexual violence may be implied or 
briefly indicated. 

 
PG-13 rated movies stand for Parental 
Guidance-13, with parents strongly cautioned, 
as some material may not be suitable for 
children under 13. Again, it’s a matter of what 
isn’t in the film; any nudity has to be non-
sexual, any swear words have to be used 
sparingly, and, in the event of the specific 
obscenity we politely call the F-word, not used 
in a sexual context. 
 

 

BBFC Classification 

MARVEL AVENGERS ASSEMBLE is a fantasy action adventure in which the superheroes Iron Man, 

The Incredible Hulk, Captain America, Black Widow, Thor and Hawkeye band together to avert 

disaster when the evil Loki steals an energy device capable of destroying Earth. The film was 

classified '12A' for moderate fantasy violence.  

 

  



BBFC Insight Report 

Threat 

 
The action sequences are similar to those in other recent films passed at '12A' which feature the 
same superhero characters.  Although there are some strong blows and impacts there is little 
detail in the violence, which is highly stylised.  Furthermore, the involvement of fantastical 
superheroes means that there is no real danger of the combat resulting in serious injury or death.  
 

What did the filmmakers do to make sure their content was suitable for a 12A? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Violence 

 
The action sequences are similar to those in other recent films passed at '12' which feature the 
same superhero characters. Although there are some strong blows and impacts there is little 
detail in the violence, which is highly stylised. Furthermore, the involvement of fantastical 
superheroes means that there is no real danger of the combat resulting in serious injury or death. 
Much of the violence is directed at an army of aliens that have no human characteristics. The 
injuries sustained by the aliens are very unreal, with small blue splashes representing 'blood' 
when they are blasted by weapons. The BBFC's Guidelines at '12A'/'12' state 'Moderate violence is 
allowed but should not dwell on detail. There should be no emphasis on injuries or blood, but 
occasional gory moments may be permitted if justified by the context.  
 

What did the filmmakers do to make sure their content was suitable for a 12A? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Language 

 
The film also contains some mild bad language, such as uses of 'hell', 'damn', 'ass', 'son of a bitch', 
'pissed off', 'bastards' and 'quim', some mild innuendo when a villain's weapon fails to work and a 
comment is made about 'performance issues', and an offhand drug reference when a character is 
asked if he has a 'huge bag of weed' to enable him to keep calm.  
 

What did the filmmakers do to make sure their content was suitable for a 12A? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


