
Audience 

There are three things we analyse when dealing with the key aspect of audience: 

Target Audience Who the text has been specifically aimed at. 
 
 
 

Preferred Reading How the filmmaker wants the audience to read the text. 
 
 
 

Differential 
Decoding 

How audiences outwith the target audience may respond to the text. 
 
 
 

 

Target Audience – Breakdown – Identify the target audience for Avengers Assemble 

 
Age 

 
 

 
Gender 

 
 

  
Nationality 

 
 

 
Affluency 

 

 
Education 

 

 
Beliefs 

 

 
Interests 

 



Target Audience – Analysis 

Age: 

 

Needs/Wants: 

 

 

 

 

How does the filmmaker appeal to these needs/wants? 



If all of this is making sense then you should have picked up on the fact that you need to be able to 

provide the following information. 

• Identify the audience.  

• Describe what is in the text.  

• Explain how this will appeal to the audience.  

Your Notes 

  



Preferred Reading 

• Each text can have a number of ways in which it can be interpreted.   

• However, there is always one way in which the filmmaker would prefer it to be understood. 

• The filmmaker will use a mixture of anchorage (the use of multiple codes in which to reinforce a 

specific understanding) and an awareness of the target audience’s needs and wants to ensure 

that they manage to get across what they mean to the audience. 

Examples of Preferred Reading in Avengers Assemble 

Preferred Reading: Bruce Banner is a good guy who is trying to control the Hulk that exists inside of 

him. 

How is this established? 

 We first meet him in India where he is trying to help those who are sick. This will meet the 

target audience’s need to see characters who are carrying out selfless actions. 

 When we first him he is filmed from a low angle as we are seeing him from the POV of the 

young child. This makes him bigger and more imposing. However, when he talks to the child 

he changes his positioning by crouching down and thereby removing any sense that he is 

threatening. This shows that he is caring. 

 His costume shows that he doesn’t dress formally, he’s in a crumpled brown suit which 

suggests that his concern is not in looking good but on helping others. 

 His positioning with his hands in front of him suggests that he is trying to contain what is 

inside of him and makes him look humble. 

 

  



Differential Decoding 

This is when the people viewing the film do not understand the information in the way in which the 

filmmaker intended. 

Reasons for this: 

• Not enough anchorage 

• Different wants/needs than the target audience 

 

Analysis 

What you need to do: 

• Identify an alternative audience from the target audience. 

• Describe a particular reading from the film. 

• Explain how the alternative audience would react to it. 

 

Example of Differential Decoding in Avengers Assemble 

 Whilst Banner is made to look good by helping the sick and the poor, an Indian audience 

member might object to their country being presented as poverty stricken and riddled with 

illness.  

 The young girl appears to bribe Banner in order to help her and again an Indian audience 

member may feel that this suggests that their country is full of bribery and corruption. 

 Banner may also be seen by people of colour as a ‘white saviour’ where a well-off white 

person helps poor brown people. The assumption being that poorer countries are desperate 

for Western help rather than being able to provide it themselves. 

 This could also be seen by a non-US audience as an indictment of American attitudes 

whereby the US often involves itself in another country’s business. It may well be a damning 

indictment of American foreign policy. 

 

 

 


