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Midlothian Council – Education Communities & Economy

Outdoor Learning Service 
Outdoor Learning Service raises Attainment 

	Experiences provided
	How does this raise attainment?
	What does this look like?
	Case studies
	How can this be measured?

	Learning in context
	· Brings learning to life  

· Increases student engagement

· Allows  theory to be put into practice 

· Supports multiple intelligences

· Learning experiences are less contrived


	Class teacher identifies Es & Os for a specific subject area to be covered. Through negotiation with OL Teacher a tailor made outdoor lesson is developed. 
	Danderhall PS – Geology Day in the Pentlands –(Click here)

Rosewell PS – Renewable Energy Investigation in the Pentlands – (Click here)
	· Class based assessment pre/post

· Online questionnaire

· Pier discussion during event – to asses understanding of information 
· Observation by teachers
· Excursion review and evaluation 

	Developing independent living skills
	· Develops organisational skills – students more prepared at school 
· Taking  responsibility for independent living –(preparing and cooking food, etc) students more able returning to home – improving  school participation
· Consequential education –students experience the consequences when not fully engaged – transfer back to school      
	High School Nurture Group - progresses from a day hillwalk to an overnight camp. Vulnerable students learn to take responsibility for their decisions, actions, and belongings. Such experiences encourage participants to be more independent and prepared at home and in school. Developing this mindset should allow students to engage further in school work – thus raising attainment    
	BCHS Nurture Groups -  S1, S2, S3 Students on a progressive programme 
	· Observation by teachers
· Observation by parents/carers on return 

· Online questionnaire 

· Excursion review and evaluation
· Student review – highlighting  transference of skills



	Improving and sustaining school attendance
	· Students ‘buy into’ a watersports programme that with commitment  culminates in an expedition
· Transference of the mindset ‘sustained personal investment results in positive outcomes’  in school
· Benchmark attendance can be set for students to partake in expedition 
	High School PSD group train for and attend a 4 day canoe expedition.  Sustained attendance at school is required so students can participate in camp-craft, training days, menu planning and expedition meetings.  
	BCHS PSD group – river Tay Canoe Expedition – (Click here) 
	· Observation by teachers/parents/carers

· Active reviewing with video during and after trip
· Students changing mindset as observed on return to school 

· Online questionnaire 

· Excursion review and evaluation



	Personal and social development
	· Such activities develop confidence in students which can be transfer to other areas of life

· When climbing - instant achievements and rewards are possible – crucial for students such as these – this can be used to engage students in further education programmes

· Develops trust between students and teacher – key to engaging any student and raising attainment      
	A group of PAVE students with a range of additional support  needs complete a NICAS climbing programme at Edinburgh International Climbing Centre
	PAVE climbing at Ratho – (Click here)
	· Observation by teachers/parents/carers

· Active reviewing with video & discussion

· Students changing mindset, during activity programme

· Online questionnaire 

· Excursion review and evaluation
· Students receiving NICAS award

	Providing staff training
	· Qualifies and empowers staff to lead activities in school 
· Qualifies and empowers staff to leads off site visits 

· It equips staff with skills that adds depth and breadth to their lessons which can improve attainment 
	Outdoor Learning Card Training (CLPL)  that upskills school staff to deliver simple outdoor learning activities in school grounds & local green spaces
Visit Leader training – to train teachers and staff to lead off-site visits
First Aid Training 
	OL Cards training – (Click here) 
Visit Leader training –

(Click here)
First Aid Training – 

(Click here)
	· Active reviewing & discussion

· Improved  class participation in Outdoor Learning

· Increase in EVOLVE submissions

· Online questionnaire 

· Increase in requests for further progressive training

· Increase in request for equipment 

	Providing unique events that develop enterprise
	· Challenging activities require students to think ‘outside the box’ to solve them – an important skill for all school leavers

· Learning in a unique environment with a competitive element encourages adaptability, flexibility, growth mindsets – which can all support attainment in a positive way   
	High achieving students attend challenge events in Vogrie Country Park. Students rotate around a series of problem solving challenges. Each challenge requires an enterprising approach  
	S6 Challenge – (Cick here)

	· Observation by teachers

· Active reviewing with video & discussion

· Acknowledgement from past students as to its value

· Students changing mindset

· Online questionnaire 



	Whole class shared experiences 
	· The Students use their shared experiences for further learning back in the class

· Wider achievement is experienced and rewarded – which is transferred back to the classroom and can enhance attainment

· Independent learning and decision making is key to many Discover Events – such ownership over learning can only aid attainment  
	Discover Events – run in local parks and wild areas. The Outdoor Learning Team offering a progressive package of whole class lessons across the majority of primary school stages.   
	Discover Orienteering – (Cick here)
Discover Bushcraft– (Cick here)
Discover Bike– (Cick here)
	· Observation by teachers

· Active reviewing 

· Students changing mindset 

· Online questionnaire 
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